. United States, as well as of all in each State, ar- 
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Department has been notified that the branches 
were withdrawn, as in New Hampshire, Connec- 
ticut, Kentucky, Ohio, Missouri, Western Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, South Carolina, and the 
interior of New York. The whole number of 
selected banks, without including branches, is 
now thirty-four, being, notwithstanding the addi- 
tion of four new ones, less by six than last year. 
This diminution has been effected by the dis- 
continuance of various old, and, to the Treasury, 
unimportant institutions, employed before 1833, 
in connection with the United States Bank, and 
by adding no new ones, except where the public 
interests seemed to render it imperative or expe- 
dient. A great, though not the chief, cause of 
some loss which formerly happened in the de- 
its in State banks, is believed to have been 
the multiplication of them to something over one 
hundred in number. The system is now arranged 
so as probably to require, hereafter, few changes 
except in two or three instances, concerning which 
a correspondence is now pending, unless, as is 
not anticipated, such onerous conditions should 
be exacted by Congress of the present safe and 
efficient depositories as to derange the system, 
induce some of them to withdraw, and compel 
the Departmentto intrust the public funds to other 
agents, less cautious, skillful, and trustworthy. 
Great care has been exercised in preparing from 
the last returns made to this Department, and from 
data since obtained by an extensive correspond- 
ence, tabular statements, which show in the 
most essential particulars;as near the Ist of Jan- 
uary, 1835, ak as fully as could be ascertained, 
the names and condition of each of the State 
banks in the Union, of each of the selected banks, 
of the United States Bank, and of all combined. 
They exhibit, further, the capital and situation of 
all the banks in each of the large cities in the 


ranged together for convenience of reference, and 


the changes which have since poems in the, 


condition of the deposit and United States banks. 
So far as regards the capital, discounts, &c., of all 
the State banks, only the general exhibit of the 
aggregate results in each State is now communi- 
eated; but in a few days, all the voluminous 
details on those points will be submitted to the 
House of Representatives, in compliance with its 
resolution of the 10th of July, 1832. (H 1.) 

It will be seen that the situation of the selected 
banks, as a whole, bears an enviable comparison 
with the rest. . 

In all cases deemed proper, they have given 
collateral security, and are all believed to be en- 
tirely safe to the extent they have been confided 
in. Their discounts have been, in general, some- 
what increased, but, though tempted by the en- 
terprising spirit of the times, not usually increased 
to a degree di8proportioned to all their immediate 
available means. They have also,in some cases, 
been able to aid, and have liberally aided, other 
banking institutions in their neighborhood, by as 
large and long balances, and other indulgences, 
as would generally appear to have been sanc- 
tioned by correct principles. The names of each, 
with the amount of money in each belonging to 
the Treasury, and subject to draft, not only at 
the commencement of the present year, but at 
the very last returns seasieok can be seen in three 
of the columns of the statement. (H, Nos. 2 
and 3.) The distribution of these sums is gen- 
erally that which has been given to them by cir- 
cumstances connected with their collection and 
disbursement. No occasion has arisen in which 
the Department felt justified in making transfers 
of the public money, except from points where 
it had accumulated in the natural course of col- 
lection much beyond the present and early an- 
feeone wants of the Government in that neigh- 
borhood, or in sums not proportioned to the 
seepennnes of the public depositories there, 

to points where it either would be better 
Tepeese or probably would be soon needed for 
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| the subject which has been, and still 1s, earnest! 


| has imposed. 


| was deemed desirable, and measures have been 


| portion ofthe whole currency of the country, es- 


| since the adjournment of Congress, in addition to 
the States of Pennsylvania, atone Virginia, 
| Georgia, Tennessee, Louisiana, 


| except Connecticut, which has, as yet, extended 
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and exchange, be more readily applied to any | 
new objects which Congress would be likely 
soon to sanction. These transfers, when rendered 
necessary, have been performed in such direc- 
tions, and so gradually, that, itis believed, they 
have tended to obviate rather than create any 
pressure in the money market, and to aid mate- 
rially the course of business in exchanges and 
the other commercial eperations of the country. 
The Department is aware that in the present | 
overflowing condition of the Treasury, the reg- | 
ulation of these operations, with the selection and 
superintendence of the deposit banks, is a task 
of no small difficulty and delicacy, and, when gov- 
erned by a strict and uniform ss ase to sound 
principles, as has been attempted, must neces- 
sarily lead to many disappointed applications. 
But in the absence of that specific legislation on 


requested, the Department has not hesitated (it 
is hoped faithfully) to discharge, and frankly to 
explain the duties, and the high and painful re- 
sponsibility, which so much discretionary power | 


For various reasons of public importance, it 


adopted and recommendations urged, that the 
specie in the vaults of a number of selected banks 
eeald be still more increased in comparison.with 
their issues and deposits, and that a still larger 


“pay nad for small purposes, should be metallic. 
n improvement of the currency during the past 
year, many of ihe selected banks have not only 
continued to obtain and pay, when wanted, to the 

ublic creditors, American gold, but have entered 
into salutary arrangements for the redemption, 
in our larger cities, of most of their bills which 
may be received in payment of the public dues 
It is hoped that in the progress of time tlrese 
beneficial arrangements may be further extended 
to most, if not all, the bills in circulation of the 
large institutions, and the introduction of hard 
money for the ordinary uses of life, be facilitated 
by all the banks ceasing to circulate bills of small 
denominations. It is gratifying to find, that 


— 


orth Carolina, 
Indiana, and Kentucky, which before that time 
are believed not to have allowed the circulation 
of bills under five dollars, others, viz: Maine, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, and Ala- 
bama, have united in similar legislative measures, 





the prohibition to only one and two dollar bills. 
In Mississippi and Illinois, it is understood that 
biils under five dollars have not recently been 
issued, and Missouri has no bank issuing bills 
of any denomination. So that more than two 
thirds of the States have already usages or laws 

in existence on this subject of a high salutar 
tendency. The great benefits which have already 
resulted to the general condition of the currency 
where such measures have been tested, besides 
numerous others to the security of the banks 
themselves, and to the less moneyed classes of 
society, detailed in the supplement to the last 
annual report from this Department, would seem 
to be a sufficient inducement for similar legis- 
lation on this important subject in all the States. 
In some of them, where no laws have yet been 
passed to suppress the circulation of small notes, 
their deposit banks have voluntarily entered into 
arrangements not to issue certain descriptions of 
them; and most of the deposit banks have, ina 
correspondence with the Department, evinced a 
willingness to co6perate in the suppression of 
small notes, whenever the regulation can be made 
eneral, The Tre , 80 far as seemed prac- 
ucable and judicious with its present powers, has 
endeavored to promote so desirable an end, not 
only by instituting the inquiries in that corre- 
spondence, but by instructions to its collecting 


isbursement, or could, from the course of trade || officers not to receive in payment any bills under 


2 


—— 
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five dollars after the 30th day of September, 1835. 
(1.) It proposes to go further on this point the 
ensuing year, so as to prevent the receipt for 
public dues of all bank notes under ten dollars, 
unless Congress in the mean time shall adopt 
some new provisions on this subject, similar, it 
is hoped, to what previously have been, and still 
are, urged by this Department, not only as to the 
deposit banks and the kind of bills received for 
the revenue, but as to the suppression entirely in 
the District of Columbia of the circulation of any 
bank notes under ten dollars in amount. The 
means for a s@und currency in this country are 
at presentample. Within the last two years, or 
from October 1, 1833, to November 1, 1835, in 
addition to the former stock of specie, there has 
been imported into the United States, beyond 
the exports from it, with a due allowance for 

| what does not appear on the custom-house books, 
more than twenty-seven millions; and the pro- 
duce of our own mines within that period is 
estimated to have been over three millions. 
Hence the whole amount of specie now in the 

| country probably exceeds the sum of sixty-four 
millions, and the means of the community to ob- 

_ tain more from abroad, to meet any contemplated 

| changes in the character of our currency were 
never greater. The actual amount of specie re- 

| turned, and estimated as belonging to all the banks 
in the United States, about the Ist of January, 
1835, was near forty-four millions. As a portion 
| of it may have been bullion, a sum quite equal- 
ing, if not exceeding the remainder of twenty 
millions, probably consists of the amount of spe- 
cie in’ active circulation, which has been some- 
what increased throughout the country durin 
the last two years; so that, if the remaining smal 
bills in circulation under five dollars in the whole 

Union, which are chiefly in seven States, and 

which probably do not exceed six or seven mil- 

| lions, were withdrawn, it would not require, to 

supply their places, one third of the addition 
which has been made in the last two years to 
the national stock of the precious metals. The 
specie on hand in banks will, in this way, as it 
|} ought, soon bear a larger proportion to their 
notes in circulation, and the security and real 
usefulness of all banking institutions to the com- 
munity be thus greatly augmented. The specie 
in active circulation, thus inoreased by exclud- 
ing small notes, will constitute, while retained 
in the country, a great and safe reliance for 
| banks to depend on (beside what belongs to 
them in their vaults) whenever an unfavorable 
course of exchange abroad, or a panic at home, 
should cause an unusual destand for specie to 
be shipped abroad, to meet a balance of trade 
against us, or to be used in circulation at home 
by those whose confidence, from real or imaginary 
causes, may for a time become diminished in the 
security of banks. When the further suppres- 
sion of small notes, extending to all under ten 
dollars in amount, shall be deemed advisable by 

Congress and the States, no doubt is entertained 

that sufficient specie can and will be readil 

found to supply their place, in connection wit 

what now cxists inthe country. The proportion 
of specie to bank notes in circulation will not then 
be so great as it is in all the most commegcial 
nations in Europe. (See table of circulation, in 
supplemental report, 1834.) How much further 
it may be deemed feasible to go, with a fair pros- 
pect of advantage to the community and our cur- 
ren:y, can be better settled at that time than at 
the |." sent. Under its new valuation, the coin- 
age ot gold at the mint from the Ist of August, 

1834, to the Ist of November, 1835, has been 
$5,471,505, or over treble the amount supposed 
to have been coined in any previous period of 
similar length. The ratio has been somewhat 
lessened the last six months by several causes, 
of which an important one has been, the desire 
to provide more quarter eagles, and a full supply 

of silver change to meet the increasing demand 

tia several States from the withdrawal of small 
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has been extended, in the first eight months of 
this year, to over cight and a third millions of 
pieces, which is believed to be much beyond the 
number in the same portion of any preceding 
year. The building of the three branch mints, 
and the procuring of their appropriate machinery, 
authorized by the act of the 3d of March last, 
was devolved by the President of the United States 





notes from circulation. “The coinage of silver | 


on this Departinent, and has been prosecuted with | 


all practicable dispatch. 

he estimates and views of the director on that 
subject, as well as on other improvements con- 
nected with this important and increasing estab- 
lishment, will, with its whole operations the 
current year and the details on the progress made 
in the new buildings and machinery, be season- 
ably presented in a separate communication; and 
this Department does not, onghisgrecasion, deem 


it necessary to invite special attention to anything | 


further conneéted with either the mint or our 
coinage, except the several recommendations re- 
lating to them, which were ‘contained in its last 
annual report. The same reasons then assigned 
for closing, by a special act of Congress, the 
concerns of the sinking fund, and of the connec- 
tion of the Government, after the 3d of March 
next, with the United States Bank, on the subject 
of both the national debt and of pensions allowed 
previous to 1832, apply now with increased 
oree. It is considered that nothing need be 
added to the suggestions then made on these 
points, or oi the subject of the seizure of the 
dividends due the United States by the bank for 
its claim for damages ou what is called the bill of 
exchange on the Government of France. 

-As Congress has never yet given its sanction 
to that claim, or made any appropriation for its 
payment, it is very desirable that in its final pro- 
ceeding concerning the affairs of the Government 
with the bank, some special direction should be 
included on that subject, as well as on the reports 
to be required, and agency exercised over the 
interests of the United States in the bank the en- 
suing two years, by any public officer. A direc- 
tion seems et. also, as in 1812, concerning 
the receipt of t 
after the 3d of March next; and on the dispo- 
sition or investment of the interest of the United 
Siates in its capital stock, whenever paid over to 
the Treasury. Some explicit action of Congress 
on the subject of the above claim for damages, is 
very desirable in another view, so as to enable 


1¢ bills of the bank for public ducs 


this Department, in case of the receipt of any | 
part of the French indemnity, to decide ved 
, 


whether the dividends seized by the bank shoul 


in any event, be considered the loss of the United | 


States, or should be deducted from the amount 
received for the claimants under the treaty, in 


whose behalf the business was transacting in | 


which the demand for damages originated, and to 
whose credit the present act of Congress requires 


shall be paid into the Treasury only ‘ the net || 


proceeds ”’ of each installment. 


VII. Miscellaneous subjects. 


In the course of the past year, the Department 
has, at various ports, discontinued, as not neces- 
sary, fourteen custom -house officers, and at others 
reduced the compensation of a few. 
enabled it to augment the number and compensa- 
tion at some other points, where the increase of 
business appeared to demand it, though not, in 
all places,'to the extent desired. From the dimin- 
ished temptation to smuggling, under our reduced 


tariff, this Department has felt justified in lessen- |) 


ing the number of revenue cutters two, or one- 
tenth of the whole; the namber of boats three, 
and the number of officers and meh over fifty, 
making hereafteran annual saving in these respects 
of about twenty thousand dollars. After full in- 

uiry, all has been effected on this subject which 


expenses of collegtion in this and other particulars 
should be considered in reference to the gross, 


This has || 


| 
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| 


pject \j}added new force to all that was then urged. | 
the public interests appear now to justify, the || 


| 


| the whole establishment. 


_ bined a system of uniform instructions to the light- || year 1836; laid on the table, and ordered to be 
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manifest that a certain number of officers, cutters, 
boats, &c., equal to the collection of a large sum, 
| cannot be dispensed with, at many places, if any 
reventie, however small, is to be collected; else 
_ there would be no adequate security against illicit 
trade, and no means of furnishing proper entries, 
clearances, and other apers, to those engaged 
in navigation, though their trade may be almost 
exclusively in the present large amount of free 
goods, or in our widely-extended coasting busi- 
ness. In computing the rate per cent. for col- 
lecting the revenue, it must also be remembered 
that the rate is larger as the amount collected di- 
minishes, and smaller as it increases, though the 
whole actual expense of collection per annum 
remains the same. Furthermore, the necessary 
eost of collecting $30,000,000 at the same ports 
obviously need be but little more than to collect 
half that sum, though the percentage, in one 
case, will be double what it isin the other. This 
Department, since the reduction of the whole 
_ duties to be collected in 1833, and the correspond- 
ing decrease in the inducements to smuggle, has 
endeavored to reduce the whole actual expenses, 
and has, in some degree, been successful, though 
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the whole cost of collection may still constitute | 
a larger percentage than at some former periods, | 
as the whole amount of revenue is so much less- | 


ened, 


Thus, from 1790 to 1794, that cost, though small | 
in itself, rose in some of those years to more than | 


five and a half per cent. on a small revenue, or to 
about the same as in 1833 and °34, and which is 
quite two per cent, lower than the average in Eng- 


|| tion of the Treasury Department, especially to 





‘ {| . . 
the reasonableness of those expenses, it must be || nected with this bureau, where the characte of 


the business will permit, it is suggested to Gon. 
gress, whether it might not be advisable to diy- 
| continue the offices in a few districts, and annex 

them to the adjoining ones, on the ground that 
| the public sales recently made at them, or antici. 
| pated hereafter, are not sufficient to justify the 

expense of continuing them as distinct offices. 
Several other subjects suggested for considera. 
_tion to the last Congress, and not finally acted 


|, upon, are again respectfully urged on its atten- 


| tion, without going into a repetition of the views 


| then submitted in relation to them. 
'| Among the principal were—the change in the 


| commencement of the fiscal year; a reorganiza- 


increase some of its checks; further control over 
some of its discretionary powers, by more spe- 
cific regulations as to the deposit banks, and the 
keeping and disbursing of the public money; the 
| revision of the laws as to the marine hospital 
fund; rebuilding the Treasury offices; legislation 
/on the provisoes in the act of July 14, 1832, 
_and other points to enforce the spirit of the pres- 
ent tariff; and making new provisions on the 
| number and compensation of custom-house offi- 
cers. In the report and bill connected with this 
last matter were included several suggestions for 
further changes in the present system for col- 
lecting our revenue from customs, to which, on 
some future occasion, will be subjoined such as 
have since occurred from additional experience 


| and inquiries. 


land, and four per cent. lower than in France. But 
in most intermediate oo for reasons before 


stated, and others too o 
of collecting our revenue from customs, as well 


ver cent., and from the latter is now probably not 
lf that rate. Besides the explanations already 
‘given on this subject, it is hoped that the new 
expenses will ere long cease, which have recently 
been imposed On the collection of the reyenue, 
by the necessary preparations for making, and 
the actual manufacture of usefal and important 
standard weights and measures, and uniform sets 


»vious for recital, the cost | 


as lands, has seldom exceeded three and a half | 


Various other subjects, specially devolved on 
the head of this. Department, have received the 
attention and labor which they appeared to de- 
serve; but from the length to which this report 
has already extended, the proceedings in relation 
to them will, at an early day, be separately com- 
municated to Congress. 


| All which is respectfully submitted. 


thereof, for all the custom-houses in the United 


| States. 


In addition to the recommendations in the last | 


annual reportas to light-houses, it may be observed 


that this Department, during the recess of Con- | 
gress, deemed it proper tocause athorough inquiry | 
to be instituted into the whole subject. The inquiry | 
extended to the propriety of discontinuing any of | 


the present light-houses, or of building others; the 
expediency of changing the height or material of 


any of these edifices; the best manner of lighting | 
them, in respect to the kind or number of lamps | 
or reflectors; the various substance’ used, and | 
'| most suitable to give the best light at the smallest 


expense; and, in fine, the economy of managing 
With this was com- 


house keepers for the discharge of their public 
duties. The report of the Fifth Auditor, and the 
correspondence growing out of this inquiry, de- 


ecedings will, with pleasure, be laid before Con- 


| gress on some other —— opportunity. 


The report of the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office is accontpanied by so many long 


/and important documents, that it is herewith | 


submitted in a separate communication. Beside 
che cermmarks made a year since by this Depart- 
_reemt, ondhe rapid increase of duties in that bu- 
| revn, end the corresponding necessity for an in- 
| crease of clerks to dispose of it promptly and 
correctly, the experience of the present year has, 

by the vast sales of lands which have occurred, 


mt 


velop some interesting facts; and the whole pré- | mitting printed copies of the receipts and expend- 


ht 


' 


| 


Taking either the number of acres sold, or the || 


LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
To the Hon James K. Pox, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that it be laid 
on the table, and that ten thousand copies be 
printed, 

Mr. CONNOR suggested fifteen thousand 
copies. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG accepted the suggestion 
as a modification of his motion. It was then 
agreed to. 

REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a Ictter 
from the Seerctary of the Treasury, inclosing 
the annual report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. 

Which, on motion 6f Mr. CAMBRELENG, 
was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
_ transmitting the estimates of expenditure for the 


printed. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 


_itures for the year 1834, and the three first quar- 
ters of 1835; laid on the table. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

Mr. WISE moved to reconsider the vote di- 
' recting the printing of ten thousand copies of the 
| President’s message. That, he believed, was the 
| usual number.’ His object was to increase the 
| quantity. 
| Mr. {TARPER, of Pennsylvania, thought an 
_increased number unnecessary. The message 
| would be published in almost every newspaper 
| in the oa 

Mr. WISE remarked that the message was 


amount of money received, as a guide, it will be || one of unusual interest; and if the motion to 


| seen by the table (I) that the business has more 


and not, as is sometimes inadvertently done, the || than doubled within the past five years. 


net revenue; the former being the amount which || 


The recommendations contained in the Com- 





the custom-house establishment must actually || missioner’s report will, it is hoped, receive that | 
assess; and the difference between them being in || early and grave attention which the convenience 


part paid out for other objects than the mere ex- 
enses of collection; such as bounties on the fish- 
eries, and refunding of duties. In deciding on 





| reconsider prevailed, he should move to print 
| twenty thousand. ‘ 
The motion was agreed to. 


} 
| Mr. WISE then moved to amend the reso- 
lution, by directing that fifteen thousand copies 


_ and interests of the whole country, and especially || of the message and documents, and five thousand 


' of the Southwest and West, seem imperiously 
to require. As a subject of retrenchment, con- 


copies of the message without the documents, be 
printed. 











as a modification of his motion. 
The resolution as modified was then agreed to. |, 
DEATH OF HON. NATHAN SMITH. 

A message was received from the Senate, an- 
nouncing the death of the Hon. Natrnan Sarita, 
a member of that body from the State of Con- 
necticut; and that his funeral would take place at 
twelve o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. TOUCEY, of Connecticut, submitted a 
resolution that the members of the House would 
attend the funeral of Mr. Smiru, and would wear 
the usual badge of mourning for the space of 
thirty days; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. JUDSON, of Connecticut, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 9, 1835. 
Attwelve o’clock the Senate assembled. 
OBSEQUIES OF LATE HON. NATHAN SMITH. 


On motion b 
reading of the Journal was dispensed with, and | 
the Senate adjourned, for the purpose of per- | 
forming the obsequies of the late ons Naruan | 
Suiru, of Connecticut, deceased, in conformity | 


with the, resolutions of the Senate adopted yes- |. 


terday. 


The President of the United States, with the | 


heads of the executive departments, the Post- | 
master General and the Attorney General, and 
the members of the House of Representatives, | 
with their Speaker and Clerk, having been re- 
ceived into the Senate Chamber and taken the 
seats assigned them, the corpse was brought in, 
in charge of the Committee of Arrangements and 
pall-bearers, attended by the Sergeant-at-Arms of 
the Senate. 

Divine service was then performed by the Rev. 
Mr. Hiesee; after which 

The funeral procession moved to the place of 
interment in the following order: 


The Clergy. 
Physicians who attended the deceased. * 
Committee of Arrangements, 
Mr, Swift, Mr. Southard, 
Mr. Knight, Mr. Shipley. 
Mr. Tallmadge, 
Pall Bearers. 
Mr. White, Mr. Hendricks, 
Mr. Leigh, Mr. Ewing, 
Mr. Naudain, Mr. Wright. 
Relatives of the deceased. 
The Senator and Representatives from the State | 
of Connecticut, as mourners. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate of the United | 
States. 
The Senate of the United States, preceded b 
Vice President and Secretary. 








y the 


The Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Repre- | 


i 
{| 
} 


sentatives, 
The House of Representatives, preceded by their 
Speaker and Clerk. 
The President of the United States. 
Foreign Ministers. 
Cigizens and Strangers. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 9, 1835. 

The Hon. Jesse A. Bynum, of North Carolina, 
attended and was qualified. . 

This day having been assigned for the funeral 
of the Hon. Naruan Smita, late a Senater from 
the State of Connecticut, 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the House ad- 
journed. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuvrspay, December 10, 1835. 


The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Donet- 
son, his Private Secretary: 

Wasuincton, December 9, 1835. 


THE 


“Mr. BEARDSLEY accepted the amendment |, 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, the |! 








AL 


‘ from the said southerly bend, through the middle | 
‘ of said lake to its northern eXtremity, and thence | 
* due north to the northern boundary of the United 

‘ States,’’ was erected into a separate Territory by 
the name of Michigan, 

The territory comprised within these limits 
being part of the district of country described in 
the ordinance of the 13th of July, 1787, which 
provides that, whenever any of the States into 
which the same should be divided should have 
sixty-thousand free inhabitants, such State should 
be admitted by its delegates ** into the Cougress 
‘of the United States, on an equal footing with 
‘the original States in all respects whatever, and 
* shall be at liberty to form a permanent constitu- 
‘tion and State government, provided the consti- 
‘tution and government so to be formed shall be 


‘republican, and in conformity to the principles 


| * contained in these articles’’—the inhabitants 
| thereof have, during the present year, in pursu- 
' ance of the right secured by the ordinance, formed 
a constitution asd State government. That in- 
strument, together with various other documents 
connected therewith, has been transmitted to me 
for the purpose of being laid before Congress, to 
| whom the power and duty of admitting new 
States into the Union exclusively appertains; and 
the whole are herewith communicated for your 
early decision. ANDREW JACKSON. 


The message having been read, 


| Mr. BENTON moved that it be printed, to- 


/gether with the accompanying documents, and 
| that the whole subject be referred to a select com- 
| Mittee, consisting of five members; which motion 
| was carried; and, 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the appoint- 
| ment of the committee was postponed to Monday 


|; next. 


NORTHERN BOUNDARY LINE OF OHIO. 


| A message was also received from the President 
| by Mr. Dove son, his Secretary, transmitting a 
| report from the Secretary of War, showing the 
| progress of the astronomical observations made 
| for ascertaining the northern boundary line of the 
| State of Ohio. 


| committee. 
REPORT FROM STATE DEPARTMENT. 

| A message was also received from the President 
' 
| the Secretary of State, made in compliance with 
| the resolution of the Senate of the 24th of Feb- 
| ruary last. 

| FOREIGN MERCHANDISE. 

| The CHAIR communicated a report from the 


| with the resolution of the Senate of the 3d March 
last, showing the amount of duties upon for- 
eign merchandise imported into the United States, 
which were created or imposed by the act entitled 
** An act in alteration of the several acts impos- 
‘ing duties on imports as additional to the duties 
* before that time, and which were collected after 
‘the Ist day of September, and on or before the 
*3ist day of December in that year, designating 
‘the amount of such additional duties as were 
‘ collected in each particular month, and showing 
* the amount which was returned in debenture on 
‘ the exportation of merchandise upon which such 
* additional duty was imposed.” 
OTHER REPORTS. 

Also, a report from the Treasury Department, 
made in compliance with the resoluuon of the 
Senate of the 29th of January last, relative to the 
| duties on plains, kerseys, and kendall cottons. 
| Also, a report from the Treasury Department, 
exhibiting certain transfers of appropriations in 
| conformity with the provisions of the-act of the 
3d of March, 1829. 
| Also, the annual report from the Treasurer of 





| 


| 
| 


the United States, made in compliance with the | 


provisions of the act of Congress of 1789. 


GLOBE. 


: t Laie se 
‘erly bend or extreme of Lake Michigan until it || 
* shall intersect Lake Erie, and east of aline drawn || 


| Sippi river, in the vieinit 


| of the United States, transmitting a report from | 


: n «tion of their admission as Senators, 
| Secretary of the Treasury, made in compliance | 


nd ~~ 


PUBLIC PRINTING, ETC. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the Secretary of the Senate, made in compliance 
with the resolution of January last, showing the 
amount of the expenditures for printing, station- 
ery, and for the purchase of books for the Senate. 


SENATE CONTINGENT FUND. 
Also, a report from the same officer, containing 
a statement of the expenditures out of the con- 
tingent fund of the Senate, for the last year; both 
of which were ordered to be printed. 
SENATE COMMITTEES. 
Mr. GRUNDY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over one day for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Senate will, on Thursday next, pro 
ceed to the appointment of the standing committees. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
On motion of Mr. MANGUM, it was 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it adjoury to 


Menday next. 


DEATH OF HON. NATHAN SMITH. 


Mr. TOMLINSON submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate be requested 
to notify the Executive of the State of Connecticut of the 
death of Hon. NataHan Srra, late a Sehator of the United 
States from that State. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. PORTER gave notice that he would, on 
Monday next, ask leave to bring in a bill to pro- 
vide for the legal adjudication and settlement of 
claims to lands therein mentioned. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that he would, on Mon- 
day next, ask leave to bring in bills with the fol- 
lowing titles: 

A bill confirming lands in the State of Missouri, 
and for other purposes; 

A bill to improve the navigation of the Missis- 

yof St. Louis; and 

A bill authorizing the President of the United 

States to run and mark the line dividing the ter- 
ritory of the United States from the State of Mis- 
souri, 

Mr. MOORE gave notice that he would, on 


|| Monday next, ask leave to bring in a bill author- 


| Which, on motion of Mr. BENTON, was or- | 


| dered to be printed, and referred to the same || ©! 
| for other purposes. 


izing the rclinquishment of the sixteenth section 
of public land granted for the use of schools, and 


MICHIGAN SENATORS. 


| Mr. BENTON presented the credentials of the 


Hon. Lvcivs Lyon, and the Hon. Joun Norveur, 
elected by the Legislature of Michigan, Senators 
from that State; which were read. 

Mr. BENTON then moved that seats be as- 
signed to Mr. Lyon and to Mr. Norve weon the 
floor of the Senate, until the decision of the ques- 

This (Mr. 

8.) said, had been done by courtesy, in similar 
cases. 

Mr. EWING observed that this was a new 

matter, presented for the first time this morning, 

and one that required some consideration; with 

a view of looking into precedents, and to enable 


|| Senators to examine and consider them, he moved 


to lay the subject, for the ee upon the table; 


| which motion was adopte 
1 SENATE DOCUMENTS. 
‘| Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 


| tion; which lies one day for consideration: 


| Resolved, That the See of the Senate cause to be 
| furnished to the Secretary of War, for the use of his office, 
| five copies, and to the General-in-Chief of the Army, Adju- 
| tant General, Quartermaster General, Commissary General 
| of Subsistence, Paymaster General, Commiasary General 
|| of Purchases, Surgeon General, officer in charge of the 
|| clothing bureau, Chief Engineer, Inspector of the Military 
|| Academy, (for the use of that institution,) Chief of the Topo- 
i — Corps, Colonel of Ordnance, Commissioner of 
|| Indian Affairs, Commissioner of Pensions, and officer in 
|| charge of the bounty-land office, for the use of their 
|| ive offices, each two copies of all bills, resolutions. - 
| ments, and other re presented for the use of the Senate, 
at the present and succeeding sessions thereof; of which, 
two copies of those forghe Secretary of War, and mancony 
of those for each of the other offices, shall be retained v 
the printer to the Senate until the end of each session, and 
|| then delivered bound. 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS, 


| 


{| 
i 


| 
| 








Also, a communication from the War Depart- 

| ment transmitting, in compliazice with a resolu- On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, 

tion of the Senate, a report from the Chief En-|| ‘The Senate proceeded ta the consideration of 
| gineer, relative to a bridge across the Wabash || eXecutive businesg; st when the rs were 
| river; all of which were ordered ‘to be printed. || opened, adjqurned to \ anday next, 


To the Senate and House of Representatives: 
Gentiemen: By the act of the Lithof January, 

1805, all that part of the Indiana Territory lying 

north of a line drawn due ‘‘ east from the south- 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvurspar, December 10, 1835. 
On motion by Mr. BRIGGS, it was 
Ordered, That when the House adjourns this day, it wiil 
adjourn to meet again on Monday next. 
RULES OF THE HOUSE. 


The resolution heretofore offered by Mr. 
MANN, of New York, adopting the rules of the 
Jast, for the government of the present, Congress, 
was taken up. 

Mr. GILLET moved an amendment, provid- 
ing for the appointment of a standing Committee 
on the Militia, as well as a Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs; which was agreed to—ayes 90, noes 
not counted. 

Mr. JOHN Q. ADAMS offered an amend- 
ment, providing that the Committee of Ways 
and Means should report the general appropri- 
ation bill within thirty days of their appomtment, 
or give their reasons for not having done so. 

Mr. A. explained that his object was to accel- 
erate the consummation of the general appropri- 
ation bills; and he tought that no gentleman 
who had had the honor of a scat in that House 
before, or any one at all acquainted with the 
course of its proceedings, but must be aware of 
the indispensable necessity of such a rule as that 
Mr. A. now proposed. It was commencing at 
the beginning, by requiring the Committee of 
Ways and Means to report within a reasonable 
time. The practice ha 
many occasions, that the report of that commit- 
tee was postponed to a later date. It was also a 
practice that had crept in insensibly, and for 
which it was not Mr. A.’s intention to censure 
or blame any person or party; but it had been 
the practice to introduce into these appropriation 
bills matters of new legislation, grants of money, 
charges upon the people, and expenditures not 
warranted by any previouslaw. The consequence 
had been, that these appropriations had been sub- 
jects of vehement contention and debate in that 
ee and occasionally in the other, as well as 
of debate between the two Houses; and had been 
a source of discord and dissension between them. 
That of itself was an evil of sufficient magni- 
tude, From the delay in reporting the appro- 
priation bills, the consequence has also been, 
that perhaps half a year was suffered to expire 
before they were passed. Mr. A. then referred 
to the progress of those bills during the two 
sessions of the last Congress, and that passed 
during the first session thereof, for the contin- 

nt expenses of the Government. The latter, 
including the appropriation for mileage and pay 
of members of Congress, and for “salaries to 
Clerks of the House of Representatives, was 
passed on the 11th of February, while not one 
single cent was passed for any other branch o 
the public service till the 27th of June. The 
President of the United States, the representative 


heretofore been, upon | 


[ 





Mr. C., said he did not rise for the purpose of | 


| as were not they would make the subject of a 


| separate bill. 
. He had allowed them a month, although, for 
his own part, he saw no reason why they could 
| not make their report in ten days as well as in 
thirty. The appropriations were called for upon 
| the public estimates, and these estimates are pre- 
| sented by the executive department; and he was 
| happy to say, and he took this occasion to offer 
‘his tribute of applause to the Secretary of the 
Treasury for sending in his report of the esti- 
mate of the expenditures at so early a period of 
the session. He therefore saw no reason why 
all the general appropriation bills might not be 
re rved within ten days. But he was willing to 
a thirty; and he could not see why they 
might not be delivered to the President of the 
United States before the last of February, at least; 
though he himself thought they ought to be passed 
before the first of January, or the close of the 
year, and the Treasury be prepared and ready 
to them. 

r. CAMBRELENG concurred, he said, en- 
tirely in the views of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts as to the evils he complained of; and 
which were, probably, more manifest during the 
last session of Congress than at any former one; 

| but Mr. C. dissented entirely to the position 
| taken by the gentleman that it ever had been, at 
least in his experience, short as it had been in 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and long as 
it had been in the House, that it was justly as- 
ertbable to that committee. Mr. C. would appeal 
to every old member of the House, whether it 
had not been uniformly the practice for the chair- 
/ man of that Committee to appeal and urge upon 
_ the House the necessity oftahiek up the appropri- 
| ation bills, and whether the uniform habits of the 
House had not been to post 


i 
} 
} 
| 
j 


lained of, he should make his appeal to the 
louse. He should prescribe the law by which 
that House should be bound to take the bills up, 
/ and proceed with them. 
man prescribed duties to the Committee of Ways 
and lease, but the gentleman must be aware, 
his knowledge and experience must satisfy him, 
| that every item in the appropriation bills relating 


communication between the committee and the 
Department? How could he expect the commit- 
tee to adopt a mere estimate without reason? 


sent to its insertion. 
to be performed before the bill came into the 
House. 


_ objecting to the amendment of the gentleman from 
| Massachusetts, because it had a modification that 
/the committee could give their reasons for not 


of the nation before all other nations of the earth; || having reported the bills, and therefore the prop- 


all the heads of De 


rtments, his assistants for 


| osition was not very operative upon the commit- | 


the execution of the laws; the judges of the land, || tee, because if they were ready to pepers they 


supreme and subordinate—all were withouta cent | would report, and if not, they could o 


during that whole period. They were starving, | 


at least they were obliged to live upon charity or | 


credit, orto starve. It was an exceedingly proper 
thing for the members to provide for themselves; 
but it was equally proper to provide for all others. 
The cause of the extraordinary delay and pro- 
erastination in the : of that bill arose from 
the fact that a number of articles were introduced 
in it, not for the purpose of appropriation merely, 
not to pay the debts of the country, but debatable 
matters of another character—new laws, which 
created long debates in both Houses, finally de- 
laying the passage of the bill for four or five 
months. om to the next session of Congress— 
the last session—the appropriation bill was passed 
within three hours of its termination, and it was 
at one time questionable whether it would pass 


» atall,or not. He would say.no more on the sub- 


ject; but if the House would adopt the resolution 
a tem by him, only by way of experiment, 

e saw no reason why the Committee of Ways 
and Means should not report within thirty days; 
and he would express a hope that, whoever the 
committee might be, they would strip these ap- 

ropriation bills of every thing but what were 
lagitinately matters of appropriation, and such 





vtain fur- 
ther time. Still (Mr. C. would say) he thought 
the time too short. With regard to the measure 


_ before the House at the last session, he regretted | 
as much as any gentleman that the Senate were | 


| in the habit of putting upon the appropriation 
| bills others that had nothing to do with them. 
| He alluded to the United States Military Acad- 
-emy bill. Was it because the committee had not 
| reported the bill early enough to be acted on? 
| Was it the fault of the gentleman who had charge 


of the bill that it was not called up? Did not | 


| every gentleman, then a member of the House, 
| know that more than a dozen attempts were made 
| to get the bill up, and every attempt failed, till, 
in the last emergency, the Senate were under the 

necessity of attaching it to the appropriation bill 
for the general expenses of the Government. Mr. 
C. rose not for the purpose (he said) of oppos- 
ing the principle of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, but merely to show that the House itself 
was the origin of all the evils of. which the gen- 
tleman complained; but he did not think the 

roposition one calculated to promote or facilitate 

usiness. He knew of no committee last session 
that did not report in time, except one, and he 
did not think the gentleman from 3 usetts, 


ne and postpone them | 
again from day to day, in defiance of all entreaties? || 
If the gentleman wishes to reach the evil he com- | 


to the Army and Navy was a matter of constant | 


Every item must undergo full investigation, be- | 
fore any one member of the committee would con- || 
A most laborious duty had || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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ee) 
having secured, as they did, by their united coun. 
sel, a unanimous vote upon the French question 
would find fault with the Committee on Foreien 
Relations in not having been premature. He did 
not think the fault was with acommittee, for every 
committee would do its duty, and if they did not 
act the House had power to compel them. 

Mr. C., concurred with the gentleman in another 
point, which was—not that it had been the prac- 
tice of committees, who he believed were ver 
cautious not to insert anything in an appropria- 
tion bill not allowed by law—but he concurred 
with the gentleman, that it had been the practice 
of the House, in some cases, to insert provisions 
of the kind he complained of. He believed, how- 
ever, the gentleman would do him the justicesto 
say, that he (Mr. C.) had uniformly acted with 
him in opposing such clauses—in other words, 
new appropriations. He had-done it heretofore, 
and shoal do it again; and would at all times: 
unite with that gentleman in opposing everything 
of the kind from that or any other committee, 
Still, the committee was not so much to blame as 
the House itself; and the House, he was sure, 
would pardon him, for he spoke of what it was 
| perfectly sensible. There are some gentlemen 

who had uniformly resisted everything authorized 
by the law; and he would again pledge himself to 
unite with them on alb occasions. ‘ 

Mr. C. concluded by requesting Mr. Apams to 
amend his resolution so as to extend the time to 
| six weeks, instead of thirty days. 





| Mr. VANDERPOEL was (he said) totally op- 
||.posed to the amendment of the gentleman from 


| Massachusetts, because it involved a rinciple 
which he well knew was not ileied by the 


‘| honorable mover, that of discourtesy to the Com- 


| mittee of Ways and Means, whoever they might 
be. Mr. V. would ask the House whether it 
was right and courteous to apply the spur ex- 
clusively to that committee ? Ania was not the 
amendment of the gentleman founded upon the 
apprehension that, peradventure, that committee 
would not do its duty? Now, in all charity to 
every committee of that House, he was willing 
| to presume, nay, he was bound to presume, that 
every committee appointed by the Chair would 
feel the high responsibilities and obligations im- 
| posed upon them, and feel resolved to do their 
duty, and do it promptly. Why was it neces- 
| sary to call upon this committee alone? Ah! 
say the gentlemen, we have suffered a great 
deal of inconvenience heretofore. My answer to 
that is (said Mr. V.) that this committee will 
profit from the lessons of past experienge. If 
we suffered inconvenicnce from procrastination 
ave no doubt 
the Committee of Ways and Means will feel 
stimulated from that circumstance,- and it is 
| surely unnecessary, at this stage, to issue our 
/mandate that they shall report within thirty 
|days. Mr. V. agreed with the honorable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, that they did suffer 
some inconvenience last year from procrastina- 
tion, but he did not attach all the 7 to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. If fault was 
anywhere, it was as much in the House, and 
perhaps more, than in the committee. He well 
recollected that the chairman of that committee 
would come in there, day after day, ahd entreat 
/and implore the House to take up the appropri- 
ation bills; and he well recollected, also, that 
those appeals were made in vain. Mr. V. should 
vote against the amendment. 

Mr. JOHN Q. ADAMS disclaimed any inten- 
tion of censuring the Committee of Ways and 
Means in the former Congress. 

Mr. MERCER was understood to oppose the 
amendment. 
| Mr. H. EVERETT moved an amendment to 
| the amendment, providing that ** the general 
| appropriation bill shall always be in order, in 
| preference to any other bills of a public nature.”’ 
| Mr. ADAMS accepted it as a modification of 
his own amendment. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND supported the modified 
amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 
to refer the rules and orders of the last House to 
a select committee, to consider and report thereon 
whether any amendment be necessary. 

Mr. MERCER suggested a modification’ to 
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adopt the last rules until the committee had re- 


orted. 
Povir. WHITTLESEY thought the motion had | 
better be withdrawn till the message had been | 
taken up and referred. 

Mr. PARKER also suggested the propriety 
of adopting the existing rules for the present, to | 
enable the House to proceed with the ordinary 
business. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then modified his motion 
according to the suggestion of Mr. Mercer; and, 
at the request of ‘Mr. Gutter, included in his 
motion the rule relative to the appointment of a | 
Committee on the Militia, before adopted. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, suggested the in- | 
sertion of the words, “ until the report of the 
committee should be definitively acted upon by | 
the House;”? which Mr, WitxiaMs accepted asa 
further modification of his motion. 

Mr. ADAMS objected to the motion, as his 
amendment would thereby be evaded. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then withdrew it; and 

Mr. MANN renewed it; and after a few re- | 
marks from Mr. Wise, 

Mr. ADAMS moved his amendment by way | 
of instruction to the commitiee, to report the 
same as an additional rule. 

Mr. MERCER moved that the committee be 
required to inquire into the expediency of the 
same, instead of reporting it imperatively.—Re- 
jected—ayes 69, noes not counted. 

Mr. VINTON then called for a division of the 
original proposition of Mr. Apams, and, after 
some short time, the question on the first branch 
of the instructions was put, and agreed to—ayes 
91, noes 76. - 

Mr. ADAMS then moved an addition to the 
second branch of the proposition, that the gen- | 
eral appropriation bill shall be in order in prefer- 
ence to any other, as follows: ‘* unless otherwise 
ordered by the House;”” which was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMAS moved an amendment, to the 
effect that district attorneys of the courts of the 
United States be admitted on the floor of the 
House, behind the bar, during the sittings; 
which, aftera few remarks from Mr. Bearps.Ley 
in favor of the motion, was negatived—ayes 52, 
noes not counted. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, moved 
the following: ‘‘ That the eommittee be instructed | 
to consider the expediency of amending the twen- | 
ty-fifth rule, by making all amendments in order | 
pending the main question.’’ The object of the | 
amendment was to bear on the previous question. | 

After a few remarks by the mover, the motion | 
was agreed to. 

Mr. PARKER moved a further instruction to 
the select committee, that during the session of 
the House the members shall remain uncovered, 
unless specially permitted by the Speaker. 

Messrs PARKER and BRIGGS briefly advo- 
cated this motion, and it was opposed by Mr. 
SUTHERLAND. 

Mr. PARKS moved to amend the amendment 
by instructing the committee to consider all prop- 
ositions relative to the rules which might be 
handed to them by any member. Mr. P. was 
induced to make the motion, to avoid any unne- 
cessary epnsumption of time in discussing the 
various instructions which gentlemen were desir- 
ous of offering. 

After a few additional remarks by Mr. PARK- 
ER in favor of his motion, the amendment to the 
amendment was agreed to 

The resolution as amended was then agreed to; 


and the select committee was ordered to consist 
of nine. 





STANDING COMMITTEES. 


On motion by Mr. WHITTLESEY, 

Ordered, That the standing committees of the House be 
how appointed. 

AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, submitted 
a resolution granting the use of the Hall of Rep- 
resentatives, on Tuesday evening next, to the 
American Colonization Society ; which was agreed 
to—yeas 104, nays not counted. 

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 

Mr. JOHNSON, cf Kentucky, submitted a 
resolution for furnishing documerfts, bills, &c., 
to certain Departments and officers of the Govern- | 


| 
| 
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| 
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| Mr. CamBreene, was ordered to be printed. 


_northern boundary line of the State of Ohio; 





. ; Ba . . | 
ment therein named; the consideration of which, |) from 4 sincere desire of showi 


ONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


at the instance of Mr. Mann, of New York, was || 


waived for the present, 


MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
Several messages from the President of the 
United States were received by the hands of Mr, 
Dowenson, his Private Seerctary, which were | 
laid before the House by the Speaker, and con- | 
sisted of — 


the Secretary of the Treasury relative to certain 
transfers of appropriation; which, on motion of 


II. A message inclosing a report of the Secre- 
tary of War of certain astronomical observations, 


i 
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| 
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coset ; || 
I. A communication inclosing a report from || 


made with a view to the ascertainment of the || 


which, on motion of Mr. Joun Quincy Apams, | 
was referred to a select committee vf nine, and | 


| ordered to be printed. 


Ill. A message, transmitting a copy of the 


| constitution, and various documents in reference | 
| thereto, =a by a convention recently assem- 


bled in the Territory of Michigan, with a view 
to the formation of a new State out of said Terri- 
tory. 

Mr. JOHN MASON, of Virginia, moved to 
refer the latter communication to a select commit- 
tee, and that it be printed. 

Mr. HAMER moved to refer the message to 


the same select committee to which the commu- || 


nication in reference to the northern boundary of 
the State of Ohio had been committed. 
Mr. MASON remarked that, personally, he 


| was indifferent as to the committee to which this 


subject was referred. There was some delicacy 
involved in the two communications, which per- 


_ haps might be obviated by sending them to dif- 


| 
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| ferent committees. 


He should cheerfully acqui- 
esce in the decision of the House upon the subject 
of reference, 

Mr. HOWARD moved to amend the propo- 
sitions by referring the latter message and the 
accompanying documents to the standing Com- 
mittee on Territories. He should follow up this 
motion, if it succeeded, by moving to reconsider 
the vote whereby the communication in reference 
to the northern boundary of Ohio had just been 
referred to a select committee, with a view to its 
reference to the Committee on Territories. He 
conceived there was no propriety in sending to 
select committees matters which appropriately be- 
longed to the standing committees of the House. 

before any question was taken, on motion, 

The House adjourned to Monday next. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, December 14, 1835. 


Mr. Go.tpssoroven, of Maryland, appeared 
and took his seat. 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the reading of 


| the Journal was dispensed with, when— 


DEATH OF MR. KANE. 
Mr. ROBINSON rose and said: 
Mr. Presipenr: It is true ‘‘in the midst of life 
we are indeath.”’ Another inscrutable dispensa- 
tion of Providence has given us renewed cause of 


| painful sorrow and grief. Exias Kent Kane is 


no more. He, with whom many in this Cham- 
ber have been here associated for the last ten 
ears, has left this for another and a better world. 
o eulogy is necessary to remind his associates 
of his many virtues and amiable traits of charac- 
ter; their rehearsal would but add poignancy to our 
loss. As his colleague, 1 must be indulged in 
saying death has taken from me a most 
valued friend—from his State and count 


an able 
Senator and an honest man—from his 


reaved 
wife and orphan children, the kindest of husbands, 
the most indulgent of nts. He died at half 
t one o’clock, on Friday night last, of a re- 
apse of fever, with which he had been afflicted 
previous to leaving home. . 

I offer for adoption the following melancholy 
resolutions: 

Resolved unani , That a 
to take order for aaukeemn the funeral = ae eee 
able Erias K. Kane, which will take piace this day at half 


twelve o’clock; that the Senate will attend same; 


and that notice of the event be given to the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 


Resolved unanimously, That the members of the Senate, 
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ay mark of respect due 
the memory of the honorable Etias K. Kane, deceased, 
late a member thereof, will go into mourning for him one 
month, by the usual mode of wearing crape round the left 
arm. 

The CHAIR then announced the Committee 
of Arrangements, as follows: 

Mr. Benton, Mr. Crayton, Mr. Hewparicns, 
Mr. Carrrenpen, and Mr. Waicur. 

DEATH OF HON. ZALMON WILDMAN. 

The following message was received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. Franxun, 
their Clerk: 


Whereas, sinee the last adjournment of thie House, the 
Hion. Zaimon WILDMAN, a Representative of the State of 





| Connecticut, died at his lodgings in this city; and, in testi- 


mony of respect for his memory, both Houses of Congress 
assembled in the Hall of the House of Representatives on 


| Saturday last, and attended the funeral of the deceased, 


under the superintendence of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, designated by the Speaker, to wit: 

Mr. Hatey, of Connecticut; Mr. Lrycotn, of 
Massachusetts; Mr. Smitu, of Maine; Mr. Beavu- 
mont, of Pennsylvania; Mr. Wiritiams, of North 
Carolina; Mr. Ghatear of South Carolina; Mr. 
Harpw, of Kentucky. 

Resolved unanimously, That, as a further testimony of 
respect for the memory of the deceased, the Members of 
this House will wear crape on the left arm for thirty days. 

Ordered, That the Check comaumnense these proceedings 
to the Senate. 

The message having been read, 

Mr. TOMLINSON submitted the following 
| resolution; which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved unanimously, That the members of the Senate, 
as a further testimony of respect for the memory of the 
Hon. Zatmon WitpMan, late a member of the House of 





Representatives from the State of Connecticut, will go into 
mourning by wearing crape round the left arm for thirty 
days. 

Mr. ROBINSON then submitted the following 
resolution; which was adopted: 


Resolved unanimously, That, as an additional mark of 
| respect for the memory of the Hon. Extas K. Kane, the 
Senate do now adjourn. 


The Senate adjourned. 





FUNERAL OF MR. KANE. 
The President of the United States and the 
| Heads of the Departments, the Vice President, 
'and Members of the Senate, the Speaker and 
| members of the House of Representatives, aaa 
assembled in the Senate Chamber, the corpse 


| the deceased was brought in in charge of the 








| Mr 


ighly || 


Coremittee of Arrangements, attended by the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms of the Senate, and divine service 
performed by the Rev. Mr. Post; after which was 
the funeral procession moved to the place of in- 
terment in the following order: 


The Clergy. 
Physicians who attended the deceased. 


Committee of Arrangements: 
. Benton, of Missouri, Mr. Cairrenven, of Ky., 
. Crayton, of Delaware, Mr. Waiocurt, of New York, 
Mr. Henpricks, of indiana. 
Pall-Bearers. 
Mr. Ltxn, of Missouri, Mr. Kina, of Alabama, 
Mr. Tyver, of Virginia, Mr. Wurrte, of Tennessee, 
Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts, Mr. Bucwanan, of Pa. 
Relatives of the deceased. 
The Senator and Re ntatives from the State 
of Illinois, as mourners. 
The er of the Senate of the United 
tates. 
The Senate of the United States, preeeded by the | 
Vice President and Secre ‘ 
The Sergeant-at-arms of the House of Represent- 
atives. 
The House of Representatives of the United 
States, preceded by the Speaker and Clerk. 
The President of the United States 
Heads of Departments. 
Foreign Ministers. 
Citizens and rs. 


Mr 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mowpar, December 14, 1835. 
TH® following Standing Committees were an- 
nounced as having been appointed ies Chair: 
Of Elections—Messrs. Claiborne, Griffin, Haw- 
kins, Hard, Burns, Kilgore, Buchanan, Maury, 


and Bo 
of and Means—Messrs. Cambreleng, 
McKim, Loyall, Corwin, Johnson of Tennessee, 
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ingersoll, and Owen, 
Of Claims—Messrs. Whittlesey, 

C. Fuller, and Chambers of Kentucky. 
On Commerce— Messrs. Sutherland, Pinckney, 

Pearce of Rhode Island, Gillet, Phillips, John- 


son of Louisiana, Ingham of Connecticut, Cush- 


man, and McKeon. 

On the Public Lands—Messrs. Boon, Slade, 
Williams of North Carolina, Lincoln, Casey, 
Kention, Dunlap, Chapman, and Harrison of 
, Missouri. 


On the Post Office and Post Roads—Messrs. Con- | 


tor, Briggs, Laporte, Hall of Vermont, Mann 


: I} 
Smith, of Maine, Lawrence of Massachusetis, || 


Forester, 
Banks, Bynum, Grennell, Davis, Taliaferro, P. || 


ef New York, Cleveland, French, Shields, and 


Hopkins. 


On the District of Columbia—Messrs. W. B. | 


Shepard, Hiester, Vanderpoel, Bouldin, Wash- 
ington, Lane, Rogers, Fairfield, and Townes. 

On the Judiciary—Messrs. Beardsley, Thomas, 
Hardin, Pierce of New Hampshire, Robertson, 
Peyton, Toucey, Jones of Virginia, and Martin. 

On Indian I ffairs—Messrs. Bell, McCarty, Eve- 
rett, Graham, Ashley, Haynes, Lyon, Hawes, 
and Chaney. 

On Military Affairs —Mesers. Johnson of Ken- 
tucky, Speight, Ward, Thomson of Ohio, Cof- 
fee, Bunch, McKay, Anthony, and Dromgoole. 

On the Militia—Messrs. Glascock, Henderson, 
W. K. Faller, Wagener, Calhoun of Massachu- 


setts, Joshua Lee of New York, Carter, Coles, | 


Williams of Kentucky. 


On Naval .Iffaivs—Messrs. Jarvis, Milligan, | 


Lansing, Reed, Grayson, Parker, Wise, Ash, 
and Grantland. 

On Forcign Affairs—Messrs. Mason of Vir- 
ginia, Howard, Campbell, Cramer, Hamer, Al- 


lun of Kentucky, Parks, Cushing, and Jackson 


of Georgia. 


On the Territories — Messrs. Patton, Potts, 


Brown, Fowler, Pickens, Sprague, Pearce of 


Maryland, Borden, and Montgomery. 


On Reveluticnary Pensions—Messrs. Ward-|! 


well, Lea of Tennessee, Lay, Janes, Storer, 
Morgan, Klingensmith, Bond, and Fry. 

On Invalid Pensions—Messrs. Miller of Penn- 
sylvania, Beale, Evans of Maine, Schenck, Tay- 
lor of New York, Harrison of Pennsylvania, 
Doubleday, Hoar, and Howell. 

On Revolutionary Claims—Messrs. 
berg, Crane, Standefer, Turrill, Kinnard, Beau- 
mont, Craig, Chapin, and Underwood. 


Muhien-| 


On Public Expenditures—Messrs. Page, Clarke | 
of Pennsylvania, McLene, Mason of Maine, ' 


Deberry, Leonard, Haley, White, and Weeks. 

On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Carr, Gal- 
braith, Patterson, Chambers of Pennsylvania, 
May, Garland of Virginia, Hammond, Hunts- 
man, and Lawler. - 

On Manufactures— Messrs. J. Q@. Adams, Den- 
ny, Dickerson, McComas, Webater, Gideon Lee, 
Judson, Holsey, and Granger. 

On Agriculture—Messrs. Bockee, Bean, Roane, 
Shinn, Deberry, Bailey, Logan, Phelps, and 
Effner. 

On Roads and Canals—Messrs. Mercer, Vinton, 
Rencher, Lucas, Reynoldsof Hlinois, Hannegan, 
Steele, Jackson of Massachusetts, and Calhoon 
of Kentucky. 

On Revisal and Unfinished Business—Messrs. 


Huntington, Mann of Pennsylvania, Mason af 


Ohie, Harlan, and Farlin. 

On Aceounts—Messrs, Lee of New Jersey, 
Darlington, Hall of Maine, Johnson of Virginia, 
and ‘larner of Maryland. 


On Expenditures in the Department of State— | 


Messrs. Augustine H. Shepperd, Calhoun of 
Massachusetis, Hunt of New York, Morris, and 
Sickles. 


On the Expenditures in the Department of the | 


Treasury— Messrs, Allen of Vermont, Harper, | 


Spangler, Russell, and Barton. 

On Expenditures in the Department of War— 
Messrs. 
ginia, Love, and Hubley 

On 


tir crew, and Mason of New York. 


Messrs. Hawes, Burns, Childs, Bailey of Maine, 
and Reynolds of New York. 


ones of Ohio, Bovee, Johnson of Vir- | 


i 
| 
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On Expenditures on the Public Buildings— 
Messrs. Darlington, Hazeltine, Pearce of Rhode | 
Island, Galbraith, and Beale. 

Select Committee on the Rules of the House of | 
Representatives—Messrs. Mann of New York, | 
John Q. Adams, Thomas, Williams of North 


Carolina, Cambreleng, Everett, Parks cer, || 
» Cambreleng, Everett, Parks, Parker, |, appeared that there were 34 votes for Stephen 


{| : Ka ttonines : a 
Select Committee on the subject of the Northern | Haight, and 4 scattering; so that Mr. Haight was 


and Chambers of Pennsylvania. 
Boundary of the State of Ohio—Messrs. John Q. | 


shire, Haynes, Dickerson, McKay, Grayson, 
and Judson. | 


| Adams, Hardin, Patton, Pierce of New Hamp- | 


Messrs. Wituiam J. Graves, of Kentucky,and 


Rice Garvanp, of Louisiana, appeared, were |) Vith the resolution of the Senate of the 12th of 


qualified, and teok their seats. 
NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF OHIO. 

Mr. HOWARD moved to reconsider the vote 
whereby the President’s message in relation to 
the northern boundary of the State of Ohio was 
referred to a select committee. : 


On the suggestion of Mr H., the consideration | 


of his motion was postponed until to-morrow. 
DEATH OF HON. ZALMON WILDMAN. 
Mr. HALEY. Mr. Speaker: It has become 
my painful duty to announce to this House the 
death of the Hon. Zatuon WiLpMAN, a member 
of Congress from the State of Connecticut. 
came into this city in a very feeble state, but flat- 
tered himself that he was gaining strength, and 
was in hopes that he should be able to perform 


| 

| 
MEMBERS QUALIFIED. i] 
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For Edward Wryer. ...e..eeseecesecees 8 

Pe Fs PR one sah dcaccnccheatecen A 
so that John Shackford, having thirty votes, was 
duly elected. 

ASSISTANT DOORKEEPER. 
On balloting for an Assistant Doorkeeper, it 


duly reclected. 

The usual oath of office was then administered 
to Mr. Shackford and to Mr. Haight by the 
Vice President. 

HOYT, SMITH AND SON. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 

Secretary of the Treasury, made in compliance 


| February last; also a report relative to the com- 
| proniise of the claims of the United States against 
| the firm of Hoyt, Smith & Son, made under the 
}act of 15th June, 1832; both of which were laid 
‘| on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


| 


his duty as a member of this House; but soon | 


took cold, which much affected him; not so much, 


however, as to prevent him from taking his seat | 
| on the first day of the session, after which his 


difficulties increased, with a pressure on his lungs, 
which resisted the force of medicine; and while 
having all the assistance that was thought calcu- 
culated to afford relief, he still sunk under the 
pressure of disease, and expired on the evening 
of the 10th instant, at about seven o’clock. 

The acquaintance that I have had with my 
deceased colleague and friend, by reputation and 
otherwise, is such as to confirm the belicf of his 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI. 
The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
with a record of two volumes, containing the final 
report of the Board of Commissioners appointed 


under the act for the adjustment of private land 
| claims in Missouri; which was laid on the table. 


He |} 


STANDING COMMITTEES 
The resolution submitted by Mr. GRUNDY, 
designating this day for the appointment of the 
standing committees, was, after being amended 


| 80 as to set apart to-morrow for that object, con- 
| sidered and agreed to. 


ability, his integrity, and uprightness. Asa judge || 


of a court, while be administered justice consci- 
entiously to all, the arm of charity was extended 
to the wants of his neighbor. 

Mr. H. concluded by asking leave to offer the 
following resolution: ~ 

Resolved, That the ucual mark of respect be paid to the 
memory of the deceased, by the members of the House 
wearing crape on the left arm for thirty days. 


Which was unanimously adopted. 
DEATH OF HON. ELIAS K. KANE. 

A message was receiyed from the Senate, by 
Mr. Lowry, their Secretary, announcing the 
deccase of Hon. Exias K. Kane, late a Senator 
of the United States from the State of Illinois, 
and that the funeral will take piace from the Sen- 
ate Chamber this day at half past twelve o’clock; 
whereupon 

Mr. CASEY submitted a resolution, that the 
members of the House attend the funeral of Mr. 


memory of the deceased, will go into mourning 
for one-month, by wearing crape on the leftarm; 
which, having been unanimously adopted by the 
House, 

On motion of Mr. REYNOLDS, of IMilinois, 
the House adjourned for the purpose of attending 
the funeral. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepwyespar, December 15, 1835. 


Mr. Wessrer, of Massachusetts, appeared to- 
day, and took his seat. * 


ELECTION OF SECRETARY. 


PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. BENTON, 
for supplying certain officers of the Government 
with the bills and documents printed for the use 
of Congress, was, on motion by Mr. KING, of 
Alabama, laid on the table. 

VACANCY IN THE SENATE. 

Mr. ROBINSON submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was considered: 

Revolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


quested to notify the Executive of Illinois of the death of 
the Hon. Etras K. Kane, late a Senator of the United States 


| from that State. 


BOUNDARY LINE OF OHIO. 
On motion by Mr. BENTON, five hundred 


| extra copies of the President’s message in rela- 


This being the day designated for the election | 


of officers of the Senate, the Senate proceeded 
to ballot first for Secretary, and on counting the 


| ballots, it appeared that Walter Lowrie, having 


thirty votes, was unanimously reélected. The 


oath of office was then administered to Mr. Low- | 


. : 
Expenditures in the Navy Department— |; rie by the Vice President. 


Messrs. trall of Maine, Sloane, Seymour, Pet- | 


| 


On Expenditures in the Post Office Department— | 


tion to the northeastern boundary line of the State 
of Ohio, were ordered to be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 

MICHIGAN SENATORS. 

On motion by Mr. MANGUM, the election of 
the select committee of five members to consider 
and report on the subjeet of the application of the 
Senators elect from the State of Michigan, was 
further postponed until Thursday next. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, the motion sub- 
mitted by him to extend the courtesy of the Sen- 
ate to the gentlemen elected as Senators from the 
State of Michigan, so far us to assign them seats 


Tash: ‘Gna toatl f he | 0” the floor, until the decision of the question of 
ANE; anc, as a testimony of respect to the || their admission as Senators, was considered. 


Mr. CLAY, for one, was not prepared to vote 
for this resolution. For what purpose (asked he) 
were they to put those gentlemen on the floor? 
Not, he presumed, to take a part in the proceed- 
ings of that body; not for the purpose of ne 
with them—certainly not. Wh , then, (aske 
he,) are we to admit them, and ifadmitted, to what 
extent would be their rights on that floor? Were 
they to be admitted in the private as well as pub- 


lic sessions of the Senate; and if in private, under 


what injunctions? He was opposed to admitting 
them on the floor on principle, till it was decided 
that Michigan should be admitted into the Union. 
But it had been asked to admit those gentlemen 
as an act of courtesy only. What courtesy? Be- 
cause they were Senators from Michigan? We 
could not 6therwise (said Mr. C.) admit these 


| gentlemen on the ground of courtesy, than we 


could admit any other \ 
| posed to the resolution, because it would, in some 


i] dmit tors by implication 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS AND DOORKEEPER. | Ya thuc comn ps reg a : 


ntlemen. He was op- 


and thus commit the Senate; and was th: re- 


On balloting for Sergeant-at-Arms and Door- || fore opposed to it, as it might seem to settle the 
| question of their admission as Senators. He was 


| willing to take up the case of Michigan, and 


keeper, the votes were as follows: 


For Johu Shackford. .....0eccsseseee060 















decide uponit,and whenh 
also upon its necessary consequences, the ques- 
tion of the admission of those gentlemen. But 
(said he) let us decide first the previous question, 
and if we say that Michigan is to be admitted as 
a member of the Confederacy, with a right to 
send Senators here, those gentlemen will at once 
take their seats as their mght. For the reasons 
he had given he was opposed to the resolution, 
and should vote against it. ~ 
Mr. BENTON said he had not examined into | 
the precedents, for the sake of which this subject | 
was, on the last day of their session, laid over at 
the instance of the Senator from Ohio. He had 
not examined those precedents, for it did seem to 
him that ona question of mere courtesy it did not 
become the Senate of the United States to be fol- 
lowing precedents, but to make them. He did 
not think that when a mere question of what was 
decent and proper came before them, they ought 
to suspend their action until they looked into 
musty records for precedents. When a gentleman 
brought a letter to him from a respectable source, | 


he at least asked him to take a seat until he read || 
it; and here (said he) these gentlemen have brought | 


a letter from a State, de facto, signed by a high 
official functionary, and we are to hesitate before | 
we extend to them an act of common courtesy! 
By the principles laid down in the report of the | 
case of the trans from Rhode Island, these | 
gentlemen had a right to this act of courtesy he 
asked for them, ang to more—they had a right to 
all the privileges of Senators till the decision of 
the question of their admission; but he did not 
ask this much for them; he ofly asked that the 
gentlemen might, in common courtesy, be re- 
quested to take seats until their rights were 
decided upon. 

Had there been (he asked) a single instance 
since the’*formatien of the Government, in which 
this courtesy had been refused to gentlemen 
coming from a new State? Were they to be con- 
fined to precedents; and if so, how far were they 
to go back to look for them? What difficulty | 
had there ever been experience 
of this nature? Had there been any attempt, on | 
the part of any one thus admitted, to take part in 
debate? Had any one attempted to give a vote— 
to stand up when the votes were counted? Had | 
there been a single attempt to intrude into the | 
secret sessions of the Senate? There had been 
none. Asgentlemen, they would, when the order | 
was given to clear the galleries, go out; and if | 
they did not, some one would give them a hint | 
to that effect. But it had been said that the — 
adoption of the resolution would prejudge the 
case of the admission of Michigan into the Union; 
that the mere courtesy of asking the gentlemen 
to sit down, was to commit the Senate as to their | 
admission as Senators. Are we of such treach- 
erous memories as not to recollect what took 
place with regard to the admission of Missouri 
into the Union? Were the Senators from Mis- 
souri notsent back after having had seats assigned 
them? Was there one single Senator influenced 
in the vote he gave on that occasiow by the fact, 
that seats had been assigned to the Missouri 


Senators pending the question of their admis- || 


sion? He (Mr. B.) was there as one of those 
Senators, and- was told by that accomplished | 


gentleman and amiable man who then filled the | 
to take his seat; and he | 
-) had all the incidental privileges of a | 


chair 
Mr. 
nator extended to him. He had the right to 
frank documents to wherever he pleased; and he 
had the privilege of using the stationery of the 
Senate; notwithstanding the question of right | 
was decided against him and he was sent home. | 
As to the question of the admission of Michigan, 


Mr. Gatarp] 


he, for one, remained not only uncommitted, but | 
undecided as to the course he should take. i] 


Mr. CLAYTON said, it appeared to him that | 
this was not like any of the cases that had oc- 
curred. There was one distinct difference pre- | 
sented itself, The Territory of Michigan in- | 
cluded a portion of the State of Indiana, as that | 
Territory had been laid off. This measure looked | 
strongly as affecting the rights of Indiana. He | 
adverted to a portion of Illinois which went to | 
Wisconsin under a former ordinance. But they 
were called upon to act on the grounds of cour- | 


tesy. He would go as far in matters of polite- | 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


e decided uponit, decide |! ness as any gentleman. One of the Senators I the votes given, was declared duly elected Ser- 


geant-at-Arms. 


d before in a case || 


i 


from Illinois was dead, and before taking any 
measures on this subject, both her members 
ought to be present, 
Says it is not the intention to admit them during 
executive sessions. If so, the resolution should 
soexpress it. If they could be admitted without 
infringing on the rights of Missouri, Mlinois, 
Ohio, or the Senate of the United States, he 
would be willing to extend the courtesy asked for. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said the aha’ of this 
resolution is to admit persons to a seat on this 
floor. By a resolution adopted by the Senate, no 
person is entitled to that privilege except the per- 
sons designated in it. He would have no objec- 
tion to these gentlemen taking seats outside of 
the bar, and heped the gentleman from Missouri 
would so modify his resolution as to permit them 
to take seats without the bar. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Ben- 
Ton’s motion, and the subject was laid on the 
table. 

BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. PORTER, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
provide for the final adjustment of certain claims 
to lands therein mentioned; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 15, 1835. 
The SPEAKER gave notice that he would, on 
' to-morrow, proceed to call for memorials and 
petitions from the several States and Territories. 


1 ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


On motion by Mr. WHITTLESEY, the House 
roceeded to the election of the officers of the 
Louse. 

The following nominations for Sergeant-at- 

Arms were made: 

Mr. HAWES nominated Oliver Pease. 

Mr. MERCER nominated Bernard Hooe. 

Mr. HAYNES nominated William Robinson. 

Mr. THOMAS nominated Roderick Dorsey. 

Mr. STEELE nominated James P. Heath. 

Mr. LOYALL nominated John J. Roane. 

Mr. PARKER nominated Abraham P. Linds- 
ey. 

Mir. ASH nominated John T. Sullivan. 

Mr. McLENE nominated John A. Webber. 

Mr. LUCAS nominated David Saunders. 

Mr. BEALE nominated Thomas Sangster. 

Mr. BOULDIN nominated’ Thomas B. Ran- 

dolph and George Grimes. 

Mr. HOPKINS nominated Harold Smyth. 

Mr. DARLINGTON nominated Robert Beal. 

After the first ballot, Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode 


‘he honorable gentleman | 


L GLOBE. . 


23 


Mr. BOCKEE submitted a resolution, appoint- 
ing Mr. Overton Carr, Doorkeeper, tod John 
W. Hunter, Assistant Doorkeeper. 

Mr. HAWES had no objection to the gentle- 
men named, but where there was competition it 
was usual to baliot for those officers. Under- 


| standing that there would be competition for the 


' 
| 


Island, nominated Mr. D. A. A. Buck, of Ver- | 


/ mont, 

Messrs. Mercer, Hawes, Haynes, Tuomas, 
and STee.e, were appointed tellers. 

The following exh I 
BALLOTS: 
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Mr. Roderick Dorsey, of Maryland, havi 
on the seventh ballot received a majority of 


Names of Candidates. | Ist.! 2d. 3d. | 4th.) 5th. 6th.! 7th. | 
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ibits the result of the several 
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place of Assistant Doorkeeper, he hoped the re- 
solution would be so modified as to except the 
latter officer. 

Mr. McCARTY moved an adjournment, which 
was carried. 

The House then adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 16, 1835. 
Messrs. Catnoun and Preston, of South Car- 
olina, appeared and took their seats. 
COURTS IN ALABAMA. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice that he 
would to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill 
providing for the better organization of the dis- 
trict courts of the United States for the district 


of Alabama. 


} 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


In pursuance of the resolution adopted yester- 
day, the Senate proceeded to the appointment of 
its standing committees, and the ballotings re- 
sulted as follows: 

For chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, 42 votes were given; necessary to a 
choice, 22; of which— 

Mr. Clay received, eee eer er eereeeeeeree .23 

Mr, King, of Alabama......cnccossseseekdd 


Mr. King, of Georgia. ..00.cccccecseepeeD 
Mr. EMBED on voeer cc kesenqecseoneeseaee l 


Res PUCURDOR bc cese ck scenes 

Mr. Cray was accordingly elected. 

For chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
43 votes were given; necessary to a choice, 22; 
of which— 

Mr. Webster received. eer eestor ee eens 25 

BOP. WEE w a ndncdnnccassanccendnelhcone 


Mr. King, of Georgia, ......ssceereeeee I 
Mr. Wessrer was accordingly elected. 


For chairman of the Committee on Commerce, 
43 votes were given; necessary to a choice, 22; 


'| of which— 


Mr. Davis received ..¢csccccccsvevestuiae 
Die, Mille + cexccctccastncnebenencteae 
Mr. King, of Alabama ......cccsessessee 2 
Mr. T VieR oo «40 «.0,00,0.0.09 9,000,690 9 cheb s.4 l 
Mr. Ewing. .-csscscpcccccsessccessesce S 


Mr. Davis was accordingly elected, 


For chairman of the Committee on Manufac-. 
tures, 43 votes were given; necessary to achoice, 


| 22; of wHich— 


Mr. Knight received, .ceccosecscccecese edt 
ee es bccncedstehosnsaccereuainel 
Bet SRORRBE: +o o.n0 nocencorveccecesenh ase 
Mr. no's tine nnn d ae kan eek l 


Mr. Knicur was accordingly elected. 


For chairman of the Committee on Agriculture, 
43 votes were given; necessary to a choice, 22; 


| of which— 


| 


Mr. Brown received. ..cccccccscccccccsedd 
DEY, Fite Co oad bio Fis bbs Sek kode he 
ee Tal ccchowesebaedcess asdnvivemea 1 
Mr. DOG co ccns cabkevesbordcdveteunad l 


DIOR s tn onsbencdes ec rickecde Wekededs coun 


Mr. Brown was accordingly elected. + 


For chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, 41 votes were given; necessary to a 
choice, 21; of which— 

Mr. Benton POOSIVOEs sed snc 6b cb aceeee MD 

Mr. Wall .. ecccercccscvccrccccesseces 3 

Ws, PEORis ois n00s 600 008 660 bebe ee Cees 2 

Mr. Goldsborough .. 44.006 serceecreeees I 

Mr, Tipton ..cecccsccccceserecestassses lL 

Blanks nec cccccccccrcscccccccecccvces @ 

Mr. Benton was accordingly elected. 


Jor chairman of the Committee on the Militia, 











|= 


— 


| 


Mr. Tyler venehowl. . vecwi ewasiicn cc 
Mr. King, of Georgia. ...+.0cecccceee dS 
Me, Bheptey isc ites cts occcneeceses 1 


| Mr. Tyner was accordingly elected. 


39 votes were given; necessary to a choice, 20; 
of which— 


Mr. Robinson received... eee eer eeereeee 36 


Mr. Goldsborou h. eee eter eee eer eeeeres 1 

Blanks........ - steonnsmchsatesdeore & | For chairman of the Committee on Revolution- 

Mr. Rosinson was accordingly elected. } oe eeranen were given; necessary to a 
e, 21; 3 


: : cl 
For chairman of the Committee on Naval Af- eee Mies eer ew ee a. WE ed 


fairs, 43 vaeay wane Gren ne _ chester, i Mr. Hubbard. eee eee eee ee eee ee ee eeee 14 
FT rr Oe | 


22; of which— 
Mr. Southard PECOLVEd oo eee eeeeeereree 20 Mr. Shepley..ssccscccccecsccesecscces 1 
Mr. Wright. .cceccceserceccseeseseeess 


} 

Mr. Tallmadge,....cceceecsceeceeeeeeelT || 
AO solve mpsndineabiehenes onus 1 

| 





eee eer eereeee 


Mr. Shepley. eee eee eee eee 
Mr. Sourmarp was accordingly elected. a ee 
Mr. Moore was aceordingly elected. 


For chairman of the Committee on Public || 
For chairman ofthe Committee on the Contin- 


Lands, 43 votes were given; necessary to a || 
: wae) rhie . | * . : 
choice, 22; of which— | gent Expenses of the Senate, 40 votes were given; 
1} 


Mr. Ewing received. ...+++se+eeeeeeeee-24 || necessary to a choice, 21; of which— 











¢ Dir Dh otrite..< ss cd ccccewccevcsccnsedsele | , 2 jve 

Me MR Rvixcis corsicsmseccare® ||] “Siege ttt ee ce eee ee 

Mr. Grundy Pre ate - “Tia 1 | Mr. TAINO 4 cach cutie bahekued debasdica Be 

Mr. Lint. .++essseeerecerecseeeererens 1 | ee Pe swe seve essceeves 2 

Mr. Ewin was accordingly elected. || Mr. McKean was accordingly elected. 

For chairman of the Committee on Private | For chairman of the Committee on Engrossed 
Land Claims, 42 votes were given; necessary to |! Bills, 38 votes were given; necessary to a choice, 
a choice, 22; of which— \| 20; of which— ~ 

Mr. Black received .. oc scesccncescscccec24 | Mr. oeekeey FECEIVED.. occcccccccscccecte 

a swat etki cs hein Kone 1] a LOU subs SVs 60 usu nb cewee ans eon 

BAP. Ther. ccccccccccccccccsscccsccces I i} r. RUB BIER. . vc ccccdccccccccccccccscos & 

Mr. Brack was accordingly elected. 1 Mr. Hubbard....+.+.: ves cere eeereeeee 1 

For chairman of the Committee on Indian Af- Mr. SHEPLEY sepeets accordingly elected. 
fairs, 38 votes were given; necessary to achoice, || |The ballotings for the remaining members of | 
20; of which— | the standing committees resulted in the choice of 

. | ite °C BEE. 00st eee eee eee ee oe oe | the following gentlemen: . 

oo oe i oe : - 7 | On Foreign Relations—Messrs. King of Geor- 

Blank .ccccccccccccccccocccecccsceccece, 1 || §i&, Tallmadge, Mangum, and Porter. 

: a een Stee | On Finance—Messrs. Cuthbert, Wright, Tyler, 

Mr. Ware was accordingly elected. | and Mangum. 

For chairman of the Committee on Claims, 41 |} | On Commerce—Messrs. Davis, Goldsborough, 
votes were given; necessary to a choice, 21; of || Tomlinson, McKean, and Linn, 
which— wae Manefeciusee Stents Knight, Ruggles, 

Mr. Naudain received..........ee..----21_ (|| Morris, Prentiss, and Hendricks. 

Mr. Shepley. -s.++scccerscceeesceseced ||, When the VICE PRESIDENT announced 

Mr. Hendricks. ....c.cscccceccecececec.. | | the result of the balloting for the Committee on 

Mr. PE SUN borne bw Sbbn werd 4 esa SWhbdieed l | Manufactures, . . 

Mr. Wall... ....sseeeeecseveceeeseeues 1 || Mr, CLAY rose and said, the balloting was a 

Mr. Prentiss. eee eee eee eee eee eee oe ee ee ee 1 |! very fatiguing process, and he resumed no one 

it TE civetieeieeenenureentieunth fl felt it more so than the Presiding Officer. Al- 

| though a necessary, it was nevertheless a very 

Mr. Navpatn was accordingly elected. | tedious process, and would probably occupy the 

For chairman of the Committee on the Judi- || Senate ull four o’clock before they got through. 
ciary, 41 votes were given; necessary toa choice, || As the Senate would not have a great deal to do 
21; 0f which— || to-morrow, he a therefore move to adjourn; 

M cl t | bi. wdsccaecssdboueepeane which was agree to. 

Mr. eer eeeeeeeeeee ec ewe eee te 16 The Senate adjourned. 

Mr. Shepley. ....ccccccscccccssccccecs 1 Tt Pra eee 

Bee 6004600 tsetbies se eee ee eee bvesreee 

y : HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr. Crarron was accordingly elected. Wepx December 16, 1835 

, For chairman of the Committee on the Post | ener Vane aee ; 
Office and Post Roads, 36 votes were given; neces- i] Hon. E. W. Rietey, of Louisiana, and Hon. 
sary toa choice, 19; 0f which— | Wappy be arty of ve 9 Carolina, appeared, 
y al ie ate || were qualified, and took their seats. 
ig eer. eneaves hy’ 7 |} Mr. Dorsey, the Sergeant-at-Arms elect, at- 
Mr. Bwing 22 LALIT 1 | tended, and wa quale. 
i Bip. Manawns ooescccctsscowcdwssevecs 2 


| MEMORIALS, PETITIONS, ETC. 
} 


Mr. TE CRN 8: 608s seq cer h nen ones 1 Petitions and memorials were eer b 
ure eee ag Paes oe cce seceecceseeeeees lL |! Messrs. EVANS, JARVIS, HALL, BAILEY, | 
BANK. ccceces oer eeseseesees eceeeeseses 


/and FAIRFIELD, of Maine. 
Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition of one 
For chairman of the Committee on Roads and || hundred and seventy-two ladies residing in his 
Canals, 40 votes were given; necessary toa choice, || district, praying the abolition of slavery in the | 
91: of which— | District of Columbia, and moved that it be re- 
; | ferred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 







Mr. Grenpy was accordingly elected. 


Mr. Hendricks received. eee es enee eee .39 


Mr. Robinson eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee 1 
Mr. Henpaticks was accordingly elected. 
For chairman of the Committee on Pensions, | 


41 votes were given; necessary to a choice, 21; | 
of which— 
Mr. Tomlinson received. .......eee080+.23 
bi Ms 6s en e'0a 2 0c 60 cennanawevecane 
Be: Prebaee «oa co non cnn s tecetednsvice A 
Mr. Shepley eee eee eee etree eer eee eseeee ] 


Mr. Tomimson was accordingly elected. 


For chairman of the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, 39 votes were given; necessary toa 
choice, 20; of which— 


the views of the petitioners. 


the table; which was agreed to. 
Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a similar petition | 
| from one hundred and seventy-two gentlemen 
| residing in his district; which moved to lay | 
| on the table. 
Mr. MASON, of Virginia, remarked, that in | 
order to obtain a distinct expression of the House 
on this subject, he would move that the one 
en by 





on laying this petition on the table be 


(. ! yeas nays. Ordered. : 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| 











December 16, 


ee 

Mr. BOON called for the reading of the memo- 

rial; which was done accordingly. ¢ 
Mr. SLADE then moved that the memorial be 


n . 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, called 
for a d?vision of the question to print and lay on 
the table. ie, 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, asked for the yeas 
and nays on the motion to print; which were 
also ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
5 the memorial on the table; and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 180, nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ash, Ashley, 
Bailey, Barton, Beale, Bean, Beardsley aumont, Bell, 
Bockee, Bond, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Bunch, Burns, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Camp- 
bell, Carr, Carter, Casey, George Chambers, John Cham- 
bers, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Claiborne, Coffee, Coles, 
Connor, Corwin, Craig, Cramer, Crane, Cushman, Davis, 
Deberry, Dickerson, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Eff- 
ner, Everett, Fairfield, Farlin, Forester, Fowler, French, 
Fry, Philo C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Graham, Granger, 
Grantiand, Graves, Grayson, Griflin, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
Hammond, Hannegan, Hard, Hardin, Harlin, Samuel 8. 
Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Hoar, Hopkins, Howard, Howell, Hunt, Huntington, Hunts- 
man, Ingersoll, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph 
Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry John- 
son, Benjamin Jones, John W. Jones, Judson, Kennon, 
Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, 
Lawrence, Lay, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Luke Lea, Leon- 
ard, Lincoln, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, 
Job Mann, Martin, John Y. Mason, William Mason, Moses 
Mason, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, McComas, McKay, 
McKeon, McKim, Mercer, ee Morgan, Muhlenburg, 
Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, James A. 
Pearce, Pettigrew, Phelps, Phillips, Pickens, Pinckney, 
Reed, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ripley, Koane, 
Robertson, Seymour, Shepard, Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, 
Sickles, Spangier, Steele, Stor: . Sutherland, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, ‘Thomas, John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Tou- 
cey, Towns, Turner, Turrill, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Vin- 
ton, Wagener, Ward, Webster, Weeks, White, Lewis 
Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—180. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman Allen, 
Banks, Borden, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Clark, Cush- 
ing, Darlington, Evans, George Grennell, Hiland Hall, Har- 
per, Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hubley, William Jack- 
son, Janes, Laporte, Love, Morris, Parker, Dutee J. Pearce 
Potts, Russell, Slade, Sloane, Sprague, Wardwell, and 
Whittlesey—31. 

So the memorial was laid on the table. 

Mr. SLADE said he had asked for the print- 
ing of the memorial, because he was sure that 
very many gentlemen who had voted to lay it on 
the table were favorably inclined in regard to the 
subject it prayed for, and were not, perhaps, dis- 
tinetly aware of its object. It was well known 
that memorials of the same character had been 
presented to Congress for alengtime. The sub- 


| ject was one confessedly of great importance, of 


great national importance, and one im regard to 
which, whatever might be the feelings, or what- 
ever might be the prejudices of gentlemen, they 
ought to desire to be informed, and to act under- 
standingly. He thought, therefore, in reference 
to the importance of the question, the memorial 
should be printed; and he also thought so in ref- 
erence to what he understood to be the character 
of the memorialists themselves. He was not ac- 
quainted with them personally, but he knew them 
to belong to a portion of countryas much enlight- 
ened and as well informed in regard to the char- 
acter of human rights, and the extent of rights 
which belong to the freemen of this country, and 
the several States, as any portion-of the commu- 
nity. They were people who as well understood 
their constitutional rights as any other, if they 
were of the same stamp as those from whom he 
would have to present similar memorials. He 
knew the personal characters and respectability 
of those people; and when they presented their 
memorial to this House they were entitled, as a 
matter of common courtesy, toa respectful hear- 


In presenting this petition, Mr. F. remarked ing; and, he would add, as a matter of common 
that he did not desire to be understood as favoring | right and common courtesy, that their memorials 
a ;| Should be printed for the information of the mem- 

Mr. CRAMER moved to lay the petition on || bers of the House. He further begged permis- 


sion to say, that there was less connection between 
these memorials for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia, and the general efforts 
making at this time to press upon the South the 
importance of immediate abolition, than was gen- 


erally imagined. knew the former petitions 
to anna by a great number of gentlemen of 


the highest respectability, who did not belong to 
the Abolition Society, who never did belong, and 
who probably never would belong to that society, 
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but who, at the same time, felt deeply impressed 
with the conviction that Congress had the right 
to legislate upon this subject within the District | 
of Columbia, and to blot out the foul stain of the | 
slave trade within the District. There were vast | 
numbers who never did belong to the Abolition | 
Society, but who came there with their earnest 

tiions to abolish the slave trade within the 
District. C 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman from | 
Vermont, that the merits of the question could | 
not be gone into upon a mere motion to print, 

Mr. SLADE would conclude by ialax the | 
attention of the House to one fact. It would be | 
remembered that, as long ago as 1828, a memorial | 
of precisely the same character with this was pre- 
sented from the district itself, signed by about 
eleven hundred citizens of the district, many of 
whom he personally knew, and who would not 
be accused of fanaticism; and a year ago, upon 





the motion of a respectable member from New || 


Hampshire, now in another branch of this Legis- 


lature, [Mr. Hussarp,] that petition was called | 


up and ordered to be printed. Now, if any gen- 
tleman would take the pains to examine it, they 
would find stronger language in that petition, and 
that the memorialists took stronger ground than 
was taken in the memorial then before the House, 
and he thought this fact might be urged in favor 
a that this memorial should be 
rinted. 
, Mr. VANDERPOEL remarked, that inasmuch 
as the memorial had been audibly read by the | 
Clerk, and the contents of it were now well un- | 
derstood by every member of the House, and as 
the motion to print was debatable, and the debate 
now commenced was very unprofitable, and | 
would, in all probability, if not arrested, consume 
the day, he would move to lay the motion to print | 
on the table; and upon that motion he called the | 
yeas and nays, which were ordered by the House. 

The question was then taken, and decided as 
follows: yeas 168, nays 50. 

YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, “Anthony, Ash, Ashley, 
Bailey, Barton, James M. H. Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beau- 
mont, Bell, Bockee, Bond, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, | 
Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, Jolin Cathoon, Cambre- 
leng, Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, | 
Chapin, Claiborne, Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, Connor, 





son, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Effuer, Fairfield, Far- 
lin, Forester, French, Fry, Philo C. Fuller, William K. 
Fuller, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gillet, Glascock, 
Graham, Grantland, Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Jo- 
seph Hall, Hamer, Hammond, Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, 
Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawking, Haynes, Hopkins, 
Howard, Howell, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Joseph 
Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin 
Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingensmith, 
Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joseph 
Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, | 
Abijah Mann, Joel Mann, Martin, John Y. Mason, William 
Mason, Moses Mason, Samp.on Mason, Maury, May, 
McComas, McKay, McKeon, McKim, McLane, Mercer, 
Montgomery, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, P. 

Patton, Franklin Pierce, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, | 
Phelps, Pickens, Pinckney, John Reynolds, Joseph Rey- 
nolds, Ripley, Roane, Robertson, Rogers, Schenck, Sey- 
mour, William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, 
Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, 
Sutherland, Taliaferro, on omas, John Thomson, 
Toucey, Towns, Turner, Turrill, Underwood, Vanderpoel, 
Wagener, Ward, Washington Weeks, White, Lewis Wit. 
liams, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—168. 

NAYS—Messrs. Join Q. Adams, Heman Allen, Banks, 
Borden, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Carter, George Cham- 
bers, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Cushing, Darlington, Evans, 
Everett, Galbraith, Granger, Grennell, Hiland Hall, Hard, 
Harper, Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Hubley, 
Hunt, i ersoll, William Jackson, Janes, Lawrence, Lay, 
Lincoln, Love, Milligan, Morris, Parker, Dutee J. Pearce, 
cals Potts, Reed, Russell, Slade, Sloane, Sprague, Vin- 
ton, Wardwell, Webster, and Whittlesey—50. 

So the motion to print was laid on the table. 


Petitions and memorials were further presented 


y. 

Messrs. SMITH and PARKS, of Maine; 

Mr. CUSHMAN, of New Hampshire; 

Messrs. GRENNELL, BRIGGS, ADAMS, 
PHILLIPS, LAWRENCE, and CALHOUN, | 
of Massachusetts; 

{Mr. JOHN Q@. ADAMS, on leave, submitted 
the following resolution, which, under the rule, | 
lies one day on the table: 

That the Secretary of War be directed to report | 
to this House a statement of the names of all the pension- 
ers for services during the Revolutionary war, pensioned 
under the act of Congress of 18th March, 1813, whose names | 
were struck off the list by virtue of the act of Ist March, 


1820, specifying those restored to pensions by the act of 1st. 


- 

















atterson, | | 


March, 1823, or since again pensioned under the act of 


|} 15th May, 1828, the act of 7th June, 1832, or any other act 


of Congress subsequent to that of lst May, 1820 ;] 


Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island; 
_ Messrs. INGHAM and JUDSON, of Connec- 
ticut; 
Messrs. ALLEN, EVERETT, and HALL, 
| of Vermont, 


VANDERPOEL, DOUBLEDAY, LEONARD, 
| HARD, BROWN, McKEON, GILLET, TAY- 


| LOR, WARD, GRANGER, HUNT, P. C. 


FULLER, LANSING, BEARDSLEY, TUR- |, 


| RILL, and LEE, of New York; 


| referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
| Claims;]} 


Jersey. 

{Mr. DICKERSON presented certain joint 
| resolutions of the Legislature of New Jersey, 
instructing their Senators in Congress to vote for 


| 
|| _ Messrs. PARKER and DICKERSON, of New 
| 


expunging the resolutions of the Senate of the, 
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} 
j 
} 
} 
i 


| 


| United States condemning the President of the | 


United States. 


Also, instructing the Senators, | 


and requesting the Representatives in Congress | 


from New Jersey, to vote against the United 
States Bank, &c.; which having been read, were, 
on Mr. D.’s motion, laid on the table, and ordered 
| to be printed; 

Messrs. CHAMBERS, BANKS, ASH, AN- 
THONY, FRY, HARPER, BEAUMONT, 
SUTHERLAND, and INGERSOLL, of Penn- 
sylvania; 

Mr. MILLIGAN, of Delaware; 

Messrs. HOWARD, STEELE, McKIM, and 
WASHINGTON, of Maryland; 


McCOMAS, MERCER, WISE, LOYALL, 
TALIAFERRO, JOHNSON, GARLAND, LU- 


Virginia; 





ARD, of North Carolina; 
Messrs. HAYNES, OWENS, and COFFEE, 


of Georgia; 


|| Messrs. ALLAN, BOYD, JOHNSON, and 
} 
} 


Se Seas Crane, Cushman, Davis, Deberry, Dicker- || 


UNDERWOOD, of Kentucky; 
Messrs JOHNSON, 


| 

| nessee. 

|; [TheSPEAKER 

| David Newland, of North Carolina, contesting 
| the election of the Hon. 
' member of the House of Representatives, which, 


| Cooper, Pitts, 


| Saline, and Jefferson, in Missouri, praying the 
Messrs. ROBERTSON, BOULDIN, CRAIG, || 


Messrs. A. H. SHEPPERD, andW.B.SHEP- | 


| Asking the extension of the Cumberland road 
| to the seat of government of Missouri; 

| To grant the right of preémption to settlers 
/ upon the public lands; 

| ‘To improve the navigation of the Missouri and 
Mississippi rivers; 

The petition of A. Brazeau, praying the con- 


|| firmation of a tract of land; 


Messrs. WARDWELL, CAMBRELENG, | 


John Mulanphy’s heirs, praying the confirma- 
| tion of twenty-two (22) tracts of land; 
Petition of Joseph Barclay, praying an act for 
the adjustment of his claim for military services; 
Of George Elliot, for a pension; 


{Mr. WARD d tl iti f J | Margaret Carter, for a grant of land in consid- 
Mr. AN presente le pet 1ons oO ona- 


b > : ‘| eration of the services of her late father; 
|| than Ward and Samuel Youngs; which were 


Of Richard Brumfield, for a pension; 

Of sundry citizens of Clay county, Missoari, 
in relation to Indian affairs, and for the protec- 
tion of the western frontier; 

Of David Browning and Jonathan Boon, to cor- 
| rect errors committed in the purchase of lands; 

Of James Alexander, lra Nash, and Jra O’Ban- 

non, for remuneration for Ladian depredations; 
| Of Isaac Rudand, for remuneration for propert 
destroyed by the enemy during the late war with 
Great Britain; : 
| Of Isaac Piggot, for compensation for the mili- 
| tary services of his late father in the army of the 
| Revolution; 
| Of Thomas Riddick’s heirs, praying the con- 
firmation of a tract of land; 
| Of Joseph Garner, for compensation for his ser- 
| vices while acting as clerk of a court under the 
territorial government of Missouri; 

Sundry petitions of citizens of the counties of 

300n, Gallaway, Morgan, St. Charles, Monroe, 
ashington, Ripley, Lafayette, 


| establishment of new post routes; 
| Anda resolution of the Legislature of Missouri, 


|| approving of the official conduct of the President 


CAS, MASON, HOPKINS, and PATTON, of || 


of the United States; 

Messrs. WHITTLESEY, STORER, KEN- 
| NON, CRANE, and MASON, of Ohio; 
{Mr. HAMER rose and remarked, thatas he was 
| absent from his seat when the question was tak -n 


' on the motion of the gentleman from Maine, rela- 
|| tive to the memorial on the abolition of slavery in 


DUNLAP, HUNTS- | 
MAN, LEA, and Mr. Speaker POLK, of Ten- | 


i} 
resented the memorial of Mr. | 


James Grauam as a | 


| together with various documents on the same | 


' subject, were, on motion of Mr. Pearce, of 
| Rhode Island, referred to the Committee on Elec- 
| tions. ] 

Among the pé¢titions presented and referred on 
Wednesday were the following: 


|| Mr. MAY presented petitions from sundry in- 
'| habitants of Jo Daviess and Cook counties, pray- | 


ing indemnity for property lost and destroyed 
during the late Indian Mico htoce, 

Also, the petitioa of James Adams for remunera- 
tion on account of sacrifices and losses sustained 
during the late war. 

Also, the memorial of Josetta Beaubien, pray- 
| ing permission to surrender to the United States 
| two sections of land reserved to her under the 
treaty of 1832, made with the Pottawatomie In- 
dians, and to locate a like quantity of land else- 
where in the State of Illinois, in lieu thereof. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, presented the petition 
and vouchers of Colonel Francis Vigo, of Knox 
county, Indiana. 

Mr. ASHLEY, of Missouri, presented the 
following: 

Memorials of the Legislature of Missouri in 
| relation to the establishment of hospitals on the 
western waters; 

Respecting trade with the Mexican provinces; 

Asking a grant of five hundred thousand acres 
of land to the State of Missouri; 

Asking Congress to authorize a change in the 
application of money arising out of the sale of 
lands appropriated for the support of a seminary 
of learning in Missouri; ? 

Recommending the establishment of a pew land 


district south of the Misseun river; 





WO as ¥ 


| 


i} 


| 


the District of Columbia, he now asked leave of 
the House to record his vote thereon; which was 
objected to; 

tr. HALSEY, of Georgia, who was also ab- 
sent, made a similar motion, which being objected 
to, he moved to suspend the rules of the House to 
enable him to record his vote; but at the request 
| of Mr. Lane, of Indiana, he withdrew his motion 

for the present;] 
Messrs. JOHNSON and GARLAND, of Lou- 
| isiana; 

Messrs. LANE, DAVIS, and KINNARD, of 
Indiana; . 

{Mr. LANE presented the petition of 
Blasdell for a pension; of Richard Qliver fora 
pension; of Stephen Green and others, of t- 
zerland county, praying the passage of a law di- 
_reeting more peony the manner of dividin 
| sections of the yor ands; of the citizens of 
Ripley and Dearborn counties, for t’> establishing 
_ a post office from Aurora by Wilmington to Na- 
poleon; of the citizens of Ripley and Dearborn 
| counties, for a post route from Versailles to Rising 
Sun, thence to Burlington;]} 

{Mr. KINNARD presented the petition of Jacob 
Shencle, of Marion county, Indiana, praying 
compensation for military services during the late 
| war; 
| Also, of Aaron D. Foster, a soldier of the late 

war, praying to be placed on the invalid pension 
| roll; 

Also, of John H. Newland, a soldier of the 
| late war, praying to be placed on the invalid pen- 
| sion roll; 





Also, of James Calvin, a soldier of the late 
war, praying to be placed on the invalid pension 
roll; 

Also, of William J. Posey, a soldier of the late 
war, for compensation for a horse lost in the ser- 
vice of the United States; ; : 

Also, of Scioto Evans, for compensation for a 
| horse lost in the service of the United States, in 

the late war with the Indians on the frontiers of 
Michigan and Lilinois; i . 
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Also, of Andrew Hoover, for compensation for | 
a horse lost in the same service; 


THE. CO 


i : ~ . ° » 
| XX. From the Secretary of the Treasury in re- 
| lation tocustom-house buildings and public stores; 


| 


Also, sveral petitions for the establishment of | which was referred to the Committee on Com- 


' 


post TOULCR; 
Also, the petitions of Archibald Small and of | 


Danicl Smith, praying that land patents may is- |! 


sue to them reapeetively; 


Also, the petitions of John Griffith, and of | 
Obadiah Turpin, to be placed on the pension roll | 
on account of revolutionary services; i 

Also, the petition of James Calvin, a soldier | 
of the late war, praying to be placed on the inva- 
lid pension-roll; 

Also, the petition of the Leavenworth and In- 
dianapeolis Railroad Company , asking certain priv- 
ileges; 

Also, the petition of the inhabitants of the 
seminary township in the county of Monroe, 
for a grant of lands in lieu of the sixteenth sec- 
tion in said township; 

Also, the petition of the heirs of Humphrey 
Barret, praying compensation for certain proper- 
tv employed in the public service during the rev- 
o| “onary war; 

Measrs. MAY, REYNOLDS, and CASEY, of | 


ilnots; 





merce, and ordered to be printed. | 

XI. From the Clerk of the House of Repre- , 
sentatives, transmitting the disbursements, &c., 
of the contingent fund of the House; which was | 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

X11. From the Treasurer of the United States, 
a report pursuant to the‘act of 1789, in reference 
to the settlement of certain public accounts, &c.; | 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be | 
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| 


” 


printed. || 
MICHIGAN MEMBER. i! 


XIII. From Mr. Isaac E. Crary, transmitting | 


his credentials as a member of the House of || 


tepresentatives from the State of Michigan. 1) 


Mr. BEARDSLEY said, without prejudging | 


assign to Mr. Crary a seat within the bar of the | 


| House; and that the communication be printed. 


Mr. MERCER moved to lay the motion on | 


the table; but, before the question was taken, the 


| House, 


{[Mr. REYNOLDS said: Mr.Speaker, at the last | 


Congress*l had the honor to present a memorial | 


of the General Assembly of the State of Illinois, 


praying a continuation of the national road from | 


fandalia west to Alton, in the State of Hlinois. 
] move that the said memorial, now on file in the 
Clerk’s office, be referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Cana!s; whith was agreed to;] 

Messrs. CHAPMAN and LYON, of Alabama; 

Mr. ASHLEY, of Missouri; 

Mr, JONES, of Michigan Territory; 

Mr. SEVIER, of Arkansas; 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida; 

Which peutions and memorials were referred 
to appropriate committees. 

SLAVERY IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HALSEY then renewed his motion to 
suspend the rules of the Elouse to enable him to 
record his vote in reference to the memorial on 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia; which was negatived. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER presented sundry communica- 
tions to the House. 

I. From the Secretary of the Treasury, com- 
municatinga compromise with Thomas H. Smith, 
as authorized by the act of June, 1832; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed 

if From the First Comptroller, transmitting a 
statement of unsettled accounts for three years; 
which was laid oh the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Hil. From the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer.to @ resolution of the House of the 2d of 
March lasts relative to the levee on the Mississip- 

i ti rewhich was referred to the Committee on 
ublic Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

IV. From the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, relative to the reports of the Board 
of Commissioners upon certain claims to land in 
Missouri; which was laid on the table. 

V. From the Third Anditor, respecting a claim 
of Christopher Brown, administrator of Gar- 
land: which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

I. From the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer to a resolution of the House of February 
last, respecting certain land claims in Florida; 
which was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Vil. From the Seeretary of the Treasury, in 
answer to a resolution of the House of the 14th 
January last, transmitting copies of the decisions 
of the commissioners on certain land claims in 
Michigan, &c.; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, and the commu- 
nication only ordered to be printed. 

VII. From the First Comptroller, transmit- 
ting a list of balances on the books of the Fourth 
Auditor for more than three years; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

LX, From the First Comptroller, the same as 
the foregoing in relation to the office of the Third 
Auditor; which was laid on the table, and ordered 





| 
| 


Oa motion by Mr. HANNEGAN, adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, December 17, 1835. 


Mr. TIPTON submitted the following resolu- 
tions; which lie over one day for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed | 
to inquire into tie expediency of an appropriation for con- || 
| structing @ harbor at Michigan City, on Lake Michigan, | 


Indiana, 





December 17, 





On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, the petition 
and papers of Mary Sullivan, presented at the 
last session, were again referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

SCHOOL LANDS. 

Mr. MOORE, in puysuance of notice given, 

asked and obtained lea¥e, and introduced a bij} 


| authorizing the relinquishment,of the sixteenth 


section of public lands granted for the use of 
schools. and the location of other lands in lieu 
thereof, and for other purposes; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 
PIERS AT NEWCASTLE. 
Mr. CLAYTON submitted the following reso- 
tution, which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of appropriating a 
sufficient sum to construct piers at Newcastle, on the river 


; oe || Delaware; and that the instructions of the Legislature of 
the question, or giving the gentleman power tO | Delaware to the Senators from that State, on that subject, 
| vote and act, he would move that the Speaker | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
\| 


| 


| 


Resoivel, That the Secretary of War be requested to | 
cause to be prepared and laid be/ore the Senate a plan and | 


estimate for the construction of a harbor at Michigan City, 
in the State of Indiana. 
CUSTOM-HOUSES. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Treasury Department on the subject of purchasing 
sites and erecting custom-houses at important 
posts in the United States; which was laid on the 
table. 

THE MAILS~—RAILROADS. 


Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following reso- 
lutions, which lie over one day for consideration: 


Resolved, That so much of the President’s Message as 
respects the question, whether the United States cannot, 
without transcending their constitutional powers, secure to 
the Post Office Department the use of the several railroads 
in the United States by an act of Congress which shall 
provide within itself some equi 
amount of compensation, be referred to the Committee on 
pe Judiciary, with instructions to make a special, report 
thercon. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to report the number, extent, and direction of 
the several railroads already built or commenced, and the 
most important of those which are projected or contem- 


| plaged in the several States ; and that they inquire into the 


expediency of aiding in any of those undertakings on the 
part of the Government of the United States, either by 
making payment in advance on contracts for carrying the 
mails on such roads, or otherwise; and on condition of 
transporting the property or troops of the United States, by 
such roads, free of expense to the United States, whether 
in peace or in war. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. CLAY gave notice that he would, on 
Monday next, ask leave to introduce a bill to 
appropriate, for a limited time, the 


lands to certain States, and for other purposes. 
LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of notice given, asked 
and obtained leave, and introduced a bill con- 
firming certain claims to lands in the State of 
Missouri, and for other purposes; which was 
twice read and laid on the table; also, a bill au- 
thorizing the President of the United States to 
cause to be run and marked the boundary line 


| dividing the territory of the United States and the 
| State of Missouri; which was read, and ordered 


| to a second reading. 


PETITIONS REFERRED, ETC. 


} 
| On motion of Mr. TYLER, the petition and 


| papers of James T. Barton, presented at the last 
| session, were again referred to the Committee on 
| Finance. 

| On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, leave was 
| granted to Gabriel B. Shaw to withdraw his pe- 
‘ wuon and papers, presented at the last sesaion. 





roceeds of | 
the sales of the public lands, and for granting | 


le mode of adjusting the | 


i} 
} 
} 


\ 





j 
| 
| 
j 


i 
| 
| 


| 


be and the same are hereby referred to the same committee. 
BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BLACK, in pursuance of notice given, 


asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill 


authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury. to 
invest the amount of the two per cent. fund, re- 
served for making roads leading to the State of 
Mississippi, under the direction of Congress; 
which was twice read, and laid on the table. 
ELECTION OF COMMITTEES. 

The Senate then proceeded to continue its bal- 
lotings for the remaining members of its standing 
committees, and the following were appointed: 

On Agriculture—Messrs. Kent, King of Ala- 
bama, Morris, and Wright. . 

On Military Affairs—Messrs., Wall, Goldsbo- 
rough, Preston, and Tipton. 

On the Militia—Messrs. Hendricks, McKean, 
Swift, and Wall. 

On Naval .iffairs—Messrs. Talimadge, Black, 
Robbins, and Cuthbert. 

On Public Lands—Messrs. Moore, Prentiss, 
Crittenden, and McKean. 

On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Linn, Rug- 
gles, Porter, King of Georgia. 


On Indian Affains—Messrs. Tipton, Goldsbo- 


rough, Swift, and Brown. 


On Claims—Messrs. Tipton, Shepley, Swift, 


| and Brown. 


On the Judiciary—Messrs. Buchanan, Leigh, 
Preston, and Crittenden. 

On Post Offices and Post Roads—Messrs. Robin- 
son, Ewing, Knight, and Davis. 

On Roads and Canals—Messrs. McKean, Rob- 
inson, Kent, and Robbins. 

On Pensions—Messrs. Tallmadge, Linn, Pren- 


On the District of Columbia—Messrs. Kent, 
Naudain, Southard, and King of Georgia. 
On Revolutionary Claims— Messrs. White, 


tiss, and McKean. 
| 
| 


| Hubbard, Leigh, and Shepley. X 
‘(| On the Contingent Expenses of the Senate— 


| Messrs. Tomlinson and Brown. 

| On Engvrossed Bitlh—Messrs. Hill and Morris. 

CHAPLAINS. 

| A message was received from the House of 

' Representatives, by Mr. Franti, their Clerk, 
stating that the House had passed a joint resolu- 


| tion, providing for the appointment of two Chap- 


_lains, of different denominations, in which they 
, request the concurrence of the Senate; and 
| On motion by Mr. PORTER, the resolution 
| was concurred in. 
| DISTRICT COURTS IN ALABAMA. : 
| Mr. KING, of Alabama, in pursuance of notice 
‘given, asked and obtained leave, and introduced 
a bill to provide for the better organization of the 
| district courts of the United States in the district 
'of Alabama; which was twice read, and referred 
, to the Committee on the asinary: 

On motion by Mr. CLAY, the Senate adjourned 
over to Monday next. , 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
| Tuurspay, December 17, 1835. 
j 





On motion by Mr. BOCKEE, the resolution 
offered by him on a former day; — Over- 
‘ton Carr Doorkeeper, and John W. Hunter As- 
| sistant Doorkeeper, was taken up. —- 
Mr. HAWES objected to the resolution. 
Mr. BOCKEE said, that at the suggestion of 


‘ 





1835. 


— 





n from Kentucky, and at the request 


the gentlema 


of Colonel Huater, he would modify his reso- | 


lution by striking from it so much as related to 
the assistant doorkeeper. 


The resolution, thus modified, was agreed to; | 
and Overton Carr was declared duly appointed | 


Doorkeeper. 


Mr. BOCKEE submitted a resolution propos- | 
ing to proceed to the election of Assistant Door- 


keeper; which was agreed to. 
Mr. HAYNES nominated John W. Hunter; 
Mr. PATTON nominated John B. Dade; 
And Mr. C. ALLAN nominated Oliver Pease. 
Messrs. Haynes, Parton, and Avan of Ken- 
tucky, were appointed teilers; and the result was 
ascertained to be— 
For Mr. John W. Hunter...........--155 
For Mr. John B. Dade... 2.2.2. ewt ees DY 
For Mr: Oliver Pease. ......cccccocccoe 17 


Blanks...... 5 


Mr. John W. Hunter having received a ma- 
jority of all the votes, was declared duly elected 
Assistant Doorkeeper. 

Messrs. Carr ot Hunter appeared, were qual- 
ified, and entered upon the duties of their offices, 


THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 


Mr. BEARDSLEY remarked, that it had been 


customary, at an earlier period of the session, to 

iatoC ittee of the Whole on the President’ 
go luto Committee of the love on the President's 
message. He would move tuat the House now 


resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on | 


the state of the Union. 


The motion was agreed to; and the House ac- | 


cordingly went into committee, (Mr. Joun Q. 
Apams in the chair.) 

Mr. BEARDSLEY submitted the following 
resolutions, which were unanimously agreed to: 


1. Resolved, That so much of the President’s message a3 
relates to tue political relations of the United States with 
foreign nations, including ** the ascertaiament of te claims 
to be paid, and the apportionment of the funds, under the 
convention made with Spain,’’ be referred to the Commitiee 
on Foreign Relation +. 


2. Resoived, Tat so much of said message as relates to | 


the commerce of the United States with foreign nations and 
their dependencies, be reierred to the Committee on Com- 
merece. 


3. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to | 


the finances, and everything connected therewith —the 
eustody of the publie moneys, and everything connected 
therewith—the offices of Commissioners of Loans and of 


the Sinking Fund, and everything connected with the | 


operations of tio’e offices—and the Bank of the United 


States, including the books and stock of the United States || 


in that institution, be reierred to the Conuniitee of Ways 
und Means. 

4. Revolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
thé public iand+, to the condition of the General Land 
Oflice, and to improvements in the lind system, be referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


5. Resolved, Tiat so much of said message as relates to | 
the report of the Secretary of War, and the public intere t | 
intrusted to the War Department, except so much thereo? || 


as relate: to Indian affairs, be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

6. Reso!ved, That so much of said message as relates to 
the militia of the United States be referred to the Committee 
on the Militia. 

7. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
the Indian tribes, aad everything connected therewith, be 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

8. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
the report of the Secretary of the Navy, and the public 


interests intrusted to the Navy Depariment, be referred to | 


the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
9. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 


the report of the Postmaster General, the condition and || 


operations of the Post Office Department,and everything 


connected therewith, be referred to the Committee on the | 


Post Office and Post Roads. 

10. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
“amending that 
for the election 
ted States,” be referred to a select committee. 


11. Resolved, That so much of said message a3 relates | 


“to the present condition of the Districtof Coiumia,” and 


which recommendsa revision of its laws, and the extension | 


Of political rights to its citizens, be referred to the Comnnittee 
on the District of Columbia. 

12. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates “ to 
the defects which exist in the judicial system of the United 
States,”’ and which recommends an extension of that sys- 
tem to all the States, be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. . 

The committee then (on motion by Mr. Mason, 
of Virginia) rose, and the chairman reported the 
resolutions to the House. ; 

After a word or two of explanation by Messrs. 
WILLIAMS of North Carolina, and BEARDS- 
LEY, the resolutions were adopted, and the Se- 
lect Commitiee on 80 much 


ut of the Constitution which provides | 
President and Vice President of the Uni- | 


the President’s | 
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| message as relates to the election of President | 
,and Vice President of the United States, was | 
|| ordered to cousist of nine. 


CHAPLAINS. I] 

Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, moved the adoption | 
of the customary joint resolution for the election 

of two Chaplains to Congress. 
Mr. WARDWE _L stated that he had intended 
when this resolution should be considered by the 
Ilouse, to offer an amendment, prohibiting the 
' use of this Hall on the Sabbath to the Chaplains 
| of Congress, or for any other purpose whatsoever. 
| As he did not, however, wish to embarrass the 
clection of Chaplains, which he should notoppose, 

' and as some members supposed that such would 
be the effect, he would not now offer the amend- 
ment, but would give notice that he should, at 

some future day, offer a resdlution, the effect of | 

which will be, if adopted by the House, to close 

this Hall on the -abbath. 
The resolution was then adopted. 


| The following resolution, offered yesterday by | 
Mr. Joun Quincy Apams, was taken up, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Seeretary of War be directed to | 
repost to this House astatement of the names of all the pen 
siouers for services ducng the revoluionary war, p:’n 
sioned under the act of Congress of 18th March, 1818, 
whose names were struck off the list by virtue of the act of 
i-tor March, 1820, - peci:ving thore restored to pen ion. by 
the act of lst March, 1823, or since again pensioued undor 
the act of 15th May, 1828, the act of 7th June, 1832, or any 

| other act of Congress subsequent to that of May, 1820. 


The following resolution, offered some days 
since by Mr. Ricnarp. M. Jounson, was then 
taken up: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
eau e to be furnished to the Secretary of War, for the u e 
| of his office, five copies, and to the General in-Chief of 
the Army, Adjutant General, Quartermaster General, Com 
missary General of Subsi tence, Paymaster Goneral, Com | 
mi:sary General of Purcha-es, Surveyor General, officer in 
charge of the Clothing Bureau, Chief Engineer, Inspector | 
| of the Military Academy, (for the uce of that inst tucion,) 
|| Chief of the Topographical Corp:, Colonel of Ordnance, 

Commi sioner of Indian Affairs, Commissioner of Pensions, | 
: and officer in charge of the Bounty Land Office, for the ue 
| OF their re peciive offices, each two conies of all bills, reso. 
Intions, documents, and other papers p-inted for the use of | 
the House, at the present and succeeding sessions thereo® ; 
of which two eonie:: of thoze for the Secretary of War, and 
| one copy of thove for each of the other officers, shall be 
| retained by the printer to the House until the end of each | 
| session, and then delivered bound. 


|, Mr. RICHARD M. JOHNSON moved the 


| adoption of the resolution. 

| It was objected to by Messrs. PATTON and | 
| WISE, and supported by Messrs, RICHARD || 
_M. JOHNSON, and MANN of New York, 

Mr. MASON moved to commit the resolution to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, with instruc- 
tions to inquire and report to the House whether 
the public business would be promoted by the 

adoption of the resolution, either in whole or in 
part; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WARD moved that when the House ad- 
journs, it adjourn over till Monday. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY objected, and called for 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. WARD supported the motion, on the 
| ground of its affording time for the committees to || 

sit during tH® recess,and examine and prepare the || 

business before them. 1 
| After some conversation between Messrs. 1 
WARD, WHITTLESEY, and MERCER, 1) 

Mr. BOON moved te lay the motion on the | 
table; which was agreed to—yeas 108, nays not || 


counted, 
; 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, by consent ofthe House, 
moved that the report of the Seeretary of the 
Treasury on the finances, and the Treasury esti- 
mates for the year 1836, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means; which was agreed 
t 


\| 
| 


0. j 

| Mr. ASHLEY moved that the report from the 
| same Department, presented yesterday, and or- 
| dered to lie’on the table and Os rinted, on the 
|| levees of the Mississippi and Red rivers, be re- | 
‘| ferred to the Committee on Public Lands; and 
|| also that that report, together with the report of | 
|a former Commissioner of the General Land | 
| Office on the same subject, be printed; which was 
i} agreed to. 

| On motion of Mr. EVANS, the House then 
adjourned. 


} 
| 
| 


' 
| 
} 
' 


i think it due to the House and the countr 


® The SPEAKER requeste 


' 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Famar, December 18, 1835. 
Mr. M:Xennan, of Pennsylvania, appeared and 
was qualified. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Petitions ‘and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. EVANS and PARKS, of Maine; 

Messrs. PHILLIPS, GRENNELL, BRIGGS, 
JACKSON, of Massach sets. 

Mr. JACKSON, of Massachusetts, presented 
the petition of sundry citizens of Massachusetts, 
praying the Congress to provide for the immedi- 
ate abolition ef slavery within the District of 
Columbia; whieh he moved be referred to a 
select committee. 

Mr. HA MOND moved that the petition be 
not received, The large majority by which the 
House had rejected a similar petition a few days 
ago had been very gratifying to him, and no 
doubt wonld be very gratifying to the whole 
South. He had hoped it would satisfy gentle- 
men charged with such petitions of the impro- 
prictv of introducing-them here. Since, however, 
it had not had that effect, and they persisted still 
in urging them upon the House and upon the 


country, he thought it was not requiring too 


much of the House to ask it to puta more deci- 


| ded seal of reprobation on them, by peremptorily 
| rejecting this, 


The SPEAKER said he was not aware that 
such a motion had ever been sustained by the 
former practice of the House; and in addition to 
that, by a standing rule of the House, (the 45th,) 
petitions or methorials could not be debated or 
decided on the day of their presentation, but 
must le over one day, unless the House should 
direct otherwise: 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, then moved to 
lay the petition on the table. 

Mr. HAMMOND said, as he was aware of 


| no rult of the House restricting the rejection of 


petitions, he would modify his motion accord- 
ingly, by moving that the House reject the peti- 
tion, 

The SPEAKER remarked that the motion of 
Mr. Gartanp would take preeedence. 

Mr. HAMMOND begged the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Garvanp] to withdraw his motion 
to lay on the table, that he might have a direct 
votg upon this matter. He was not disposed to 


| go into a discussion of the question involved in 
| the petition; though, should it be urged, he would 
| not shrink from it a hair’s breadth; but he did 


to 
give, at once, the most decisive evidence of the 


| sentiments entertained here upon this subject. 


He wished to put an end to these petitions. He 
could not sit there and submit to their being 
brought forward, until the House had become 
callous to their consequences. He could not sit 
there and see the rights of the southern people 
assaulted gay after day by the ignorant fanatics 
from whom these memorials proceed. 
the gentleman to 
suspend his remarks until he had read the 45th 
tule of the House; which was as follows: 

* Potitions, memorials, and o”her papers addressed to 


| the House, shall be pre ented by the Speaker, or by a mom- 


ber in his place ; a brief -tatement of the contents thereof 
hall verbally be made by the introducer. and shall not be 
debated or decided ou the day of their being first read, 
unless where the House shall direct otherwi-e, but shall 


| lie on the table, to be taken up in the order they were 


read.”’ 


} ° 
|. Unless, therefore, the House should direct 


otherwise, the Chair would be compelled, under 
the rule, to arrest any discussion, and direct the 


|| petition to lie over ull to-morrow; besides, the 
|| question to lay on the table, having precedence, 


} 


avas not debatable. 


| Mr. HAMMOND’S object, he said, was not 
|| to debate the merits of the question, but to move, 


| if it was in order to do so, the rejection of the 
| petition, 

| The SPEAKER replied that the rule was im- 
| perative on himself to arrest debate or decision 
| on the petition, unless the House directed other- 

wise; and it must lie over one day. 

| Mr. MERCER remarked that’ the motion to 
| reject bronght up the whole merits of the ques- 
i and would necessarily bring on the ver 


debate the gentleman said he desired to avoid; 





i 
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and he maintained that the motion to lie on the 
table was in order. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, said he felt com- 

ed to insist upon his motion to lay the petiuion 
on the table for the present. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, said 
that he did not like to take an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair, but it was of some import- 
ance that the rights of members should be clearly 
ascertained, He was sure that it was egy 
in order for any gentleman to make the point 
whether or not a paper should be received, and 
to move its rejection. 


The SPEAKER said, as the question was new 


to him, he had doubts for a moment; he now 

entertained the motion of the gentleman from 

South Carolina, [Mr. Hammonp,} but the motion 

to lay the petition on the table interposing took 
recedence. 

Mr. WILLIAMS econterded that the latter 
motion would apply only after the petition had 
been received, and was in possession of the 
House. 

Mr. HAWES rose to a question of order. 
Unless the gentleman took an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair, he was out of order in 
addressing the House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS intended to appeal. He 
was in favor of the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia, that the petition should be laid upon 
the table, but he could not consent that that mo- 
tion should ride over one that was prior to 
it. He begged to refer the honorable Speaker to 
an example set by one of his predecessors. It 
was that of a memorial sent to that House a few 
years ago, from a representative of some one of 
the South American revolutionary Governments. 
That representative of this South American Gov- 
ernment took upon himself to appeal from the 
decision of the President of the United States to 
the nation, through the House of Representatives, 
and his memorial was presented by the prasiding 
officer of that House. A question was raised 
by a distinguished member from Pennsylvania, 
and a motion was made that the petition should 
not be received, and the House decided that it 
should not be received, Now that was altogether 
preliminary to the question of laying on the 
table, and had precedence of it. motion to 
lay on the table could only be maintained when 
the subject was before the House, and after the 
question, whether it should be received or not, 
or whether it should be laid before the House, 
had been decided. It was with a view of ascer- 
taining that question, that Mr. W. appealed from 
the decision of the Chair, for he was in favor of 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia to 
lay the petition on the table, but he was also in 
favor of first receiving it. 

Mr. MERCER well remembered (he said) the 
ease cited by the gentleman from North Carolina, 
and, if he was not mistaken, the question on that 
oceasion was not in relation to the constitutional 
power of that House to refuse to receiv? petitions 
from citizens of the United States, for the right to 
petition was reserved to our citizens by the Con- 
stitution, but it was as to whether an individual, 
not a citizen of the Unitéd States, could come 
there and petition; the petitioner in that case 
being a commander in one of the South American 
Governments, 

The SPEAKER stated the question before the 
House as it then stood, and said he should be glad 
to have the judgment of the House upon it. After 
reading the forty-fifth rule, and also the thirty- 
second rule, laying down the order of privileged 
motions, of which that to lie én the table stands 
second, he remarked, that the Chair considered 
the petition as having been received by the House, 


|! time, it would be safest for the House at least to 


let the petition lie overone day, and he would 
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| became callous to the subject. He could not sit 


there, and see the rights of the South assailed day 


therefore suggest to the gentleman from South | after day by ignprant fanatics, without calling 


Carolina that this course had better be adopted, 
and at the next day of meeting the House could 
then either reject it or lay it on the table. ‘Mr. 
B. thought the decision of the Chair, that the 

periiee should lie over, in substance right, and 
1e thought it certainly the safest course to pur- 
sue, 

Mr. GLASCOCK said he. should have sup- 
ported the views of the last gentleman, if a differ- 
ent course had not been taken the other day, 

He could see no reason why the course pursued 
in relation to the petition presented by an hon- 
orable member from Maine [Mr. Faimrierp] 
should be departed from now; nor why, after the 
decisive vote that went forth to the country, ex- 
pressive of the views and feelings of so large and 
respectable a majority on that occasion, they 


should now assume a different shape. Had the 
question itself undergone any change? If what 


was then done was wrong, let them say so, and 
let those who were unacquainted with the rules 
of proceeding know they were in error; but he 
saw nothing in the rules that conflicted with the 
course now sought to be pursued in relation to 
the petition on the table. He did hope that, so 
far as related to the memorials and petitions of 
this kind, some additional views would be given 
to satisfy gentlemen who felt it their duty to in- 
troduce and present them, and to satisfy their 
constituents who thought it necessary to send 
them there, and that, as it seemed to him, could 
best be done now by a vote of rejection. What 
the decisions of the House might be he knew 
not; but if there was such a rule in existence, 
that the House had no power to reject a petition 
presented to it, whether respectful or not, it was 
‘time the ruleshould be altered, for he was well 
assured that they would be harassed throughout 
| the session. He should be sorry if the House 
was tied down by any rule to receive any and 
| every petition, whether Yespectful or not. Sup- 
pose a petition were presented to the House, and 
it was found to contain matter disrespectful to a 
| single member of the House, would not a motion 
| to reject it be in order? He would respectfully 
| ask whether he understood the decision of the 
Chair correctly, that a motion to reject could not 
| be entertained on the presentation of a petition? 


i 


The SPEAKER replied that he had not so. 


stated. When the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina first submitted his motion, the Chair stated 
that he was not aware of any such motion having 
been made in that House during the period the 
individual occupying the chair had been a mem- 
ber; that it was new to him at the moment. The 
Chair, however, did not feel authorized to sa 
the motion should not be entertained; but if it 
was, he then decided that the motion to lay on 
the table would have precedence; or that, if the 
motion to reject was received by itself, it was not 
| debatable, because, under the rule of the House, 
it must lie over one day, unless the House should 
_ direct otherwise. 


Mr. GLASCOCK had misapprehended the 


" Chair, and would conclude by calling upon the 


House, that as they had given one fecided vote 
on the question sae. they should not repeat it 
in the same way, but change their course, and 
reject the petition altogether. 

Mr. HAMMOND would read to the House 
the rule under which he thought it was entirely 
competent for him to make the motion: it was 
this: 

** When any motion or proposition is made, the question, 
© Will the House now consider it?’ shall not be put, unless 
it is demanded by some member, or is deemed necessary 


. : 4 . » 
and had entertained the motions for a time, but, | oe 


under the former rule the petition ought to lie 
over. If, however, the House set that aside, still 
the motion to lie on the table having the prefer- 
ence, the question could not be debated on its 
merits. If in error, the Chair would be ver 
happy to be corrected. The question then before 
the House was, shall the decision of the Chair 
be sustained? 


better that the petition lie over for one day, with- 
out being debated at that time. As the question 


Now the motion he made was a demand by him, 
upon the Speaker, to put the question, whether 
the petition should be considered or not; and it 

was a motion any member of the House had a 
| right to put, according to the rules. His reason 
| for making the motion was, not that he wished to 


| enter into’a discussion of this subject, though he 
|| did not fear it, and would never shrink from it, 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, thought it would be | 


| but because he did not wish to disturb that House, 


| nor harass the country, by allowing such petitions 
‘| to come there. Still he could not sit there, and 


was a new one, or about to be decided for the first . 


, allow petiuion after petition to pour in, until they 


_ 
eT 


_upon that House to put the stamp of reprobation 
upon such conduct. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
the merits of the whole-question were not open 
on a mere question of order. 

Mr. HAMMOND would confine himself by 
_ saying, that if the House should decide that the 
/ motion to lay on the table has preference, he 
| would then move that the petition be laid on the 
table till to-morrow, in order to call it up, and 
move to reject it. 

Mr. PEYTON had hoped, and yet hoped, that 
gentlemen would not give up the motion. The 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Giascock] was mis- 
taken. There had been no decisive vote yet given 
upon this question. There had been an evasive 
vote given upon it. Had not Mr. P. sat by and 
seen gentlemen who voted differently at the last 
session of Congress, now voting in favor of laying 
the petition on the table? But these firebrands 
were cast upon the House now, at an earlier da 
than usual; that spirit was abroad in the land, 
and it was left for the Representatives of the 
people to meet it. 

Mr. REED called the gentleman to order, as 
his remarks were not pertinent to the question 
before the House. 

Mr. PEYTON said he was assigning reasons 
for sustaining the motion for the decision of the 
House at that time, pursuant to the demand made 
by the honorable member from South Carolina. 
He hoped they should be permitted to meet this 
eo at its beginning, in some shape or other, 
Now, it struck him with great force, that when 
a petition was presented, containing matter im- 
| proper for legislation, that the House ought to 
| rejeet it; and before it was received, it could not 
be laid on the table for one day. Consequently, 
| the question of its reception or rejection must, as 

a matter of necessity, be first decided, and that 
brought prompt action upon the whole question. 
He would repeat that he wished a more decisive 
vote, and one that would ascertain the wishes, 
the views, and the feelings of gentlemen upon it; 
and if they met it, he would say, with the gentle- 
man from Georgia, that it would be decisive. 
Another reason why it should be acted upon in 
the present stage, before the consideration of it, 
was, that it asked Congress to do what every man 
in the country knew it had no power to do. Sup- 
posing a petition was sent here, praying the 

ouse to break down our republican form of gov- 
ernment, and erect a monarchy upon its ruins; 
would any one say the House had the power to 
act upon such a petition? And had the House 
more power in the present case? Was not the 
first question to be decided before the petition 
could be laid on the table? He thought, there- 
fore, the motion of the gentleman from South 
Carolina the proper one, and that it must neces- 
sarily have precedence of all others; and he desired 
to consider it, and to consider it at once. It would 
then be seen whether gentlemen would encourage 
their constituents everywhere to send there such 
floods of these petitions as would cover the tables 
of that Hall like the locusts of Egypt; for such 
would be the result in twelve months. Those 
gentlemen who had not made up their minds to 
meet this question in any and every shape in 
which it would be presented, must take the re- 
sponsibility. He wanted no evasive votes. He 
wanted no propositions to lay on the table. He 
met the question fully at once, by saying, that 
the House had no power whatever to interfere 
with the question. For these reasons, he should 
vote for sustaining the motion of the gentleman 
from South Carolina. : 

Mr. SLADE raised a question of order as to 
debating the question of order under considera- 
tion. The petition itself (said Mr. 8.) could not 
be debated upon the day of its presentation; and 
this principle he understood carried along with it 
a principle which would prohibit any discussion 
on the motion to reject, or the appeal from the 
decision of the Chair, then before the House; and 
the motion to lay upon the table could not be de- 
batable. Under these circumstances, he thought 
no motion connected with this petition could be 


debated that day; and he therefore 























ther it did not follow that the appeal from the 
ae of the Chair, on this subject, could be 


bated? | 
rhs SPEARER ‘aid, an appeal from his || 


decision, as a question of appeal, was certainly 
debatable; although the motions out of which that 
ap pal arose were not. 
r. GARLAND, of Virginia, could assure the 
House that he was not disposed to avoid this 
question in any form or shape; and he hoped, 
while he had the honor of a seat there, he should 
be prepared to meet it whenever it might come, 
and wherever it might come from. He had sub- 
mitted his motion, because he thought the motion 
of the gentleman from South Carolina could not 
then be put; but if the House decided it could, 
Mr. G. would withdraw his motion to lay the 
tition on the table. The motion to reject came 
up with the motion to refer the petition to a select 
committee; the former, as he understood, not 
being entertained or not in order, it was then that 
Mr. G. moved to lay the petition on the table. 
Mr. BEARDSLEY asked whether the appeal 
from the decision of the Chair went only to the 
rejection of the petition, or also to the question 
of laying it on the table? 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Winuiams)} had taken an appeal | 
from both. | 
Mr. WILLIAMS understood the Chair to de- | 
cide that the motion of the gentleman from South | 
Carolina, whether the petition should be con- | 
sidered, or whether it should be received, was not | 
in order. Now, Mr. W. contended, with all due | 
respect, that when a petition is presented, if any 


petition be received ? 
decide that that 


I understood the Chair to | 
uestion could not be put. 
The SPEAKER replied that the Chair had | 
distinctly stated that upon a moment’s reflection, | 
he admitted the motion for consideration of the | 
motion of the gentleman from South Carolina. | 
— La nest Then there is no question | 
of appeal. 
Mr. BEARDSLEY said, as there was noques- | 
tion of appeal pending, but two motions—one to | 
rejectand the other to lay the petition on the table, | 


both of which would lie over till to-morrow—he 
|| Mr. JAMES asked for the reading of the peti-_ 


would move that the House proceed at once to 
decide the last motion, which took the precedence. 
The question was then put, whether the House | 
would consider the petition now; and it was | 
agreed to. 
Mr. GARLAND said, as the motion of the 


gentleman from South Carolina to reject was | 


then in order, he would withdraw his motion to 


lay aoe on the table. 
Mr. BEARDSLEY renewed it. 


Mr. HAMMOND rose to request the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Bearpsiry] to with- 
draw his motion. e expressed his surprise 
that, but a moment ago, when the motion to lay 
on the table—made by the gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia, (Mr. Gartanp,]|—was before the House, 

e (Mr. B.) had expressed his desire to have a | 


direct, ** unentangled”’ vote on the proposition to || 


reject. Yet now, when the gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia withdraws his motion, he (Mr. B.) instantly | 
renews it. 

Mr. PATTON asked if the Chair considered 
the petition to have been received ? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. PATTON understood that if the motion 
to consider prevailed, it was distinctly declared | 
that the motion to receive or not receive the peti- | 
tion would-be in order. That was a competent} 
motion, Which any member of the House had a | 
right tomake. Now, it was undérstood as having 
been received; the proposition aot to receive is 
thereby cut off. That seemed to be the effect. 
If that be the effect—and if it be the effect the 
House did not intend to produce—he trusted the 
House would put itself in statu quo, and that they 
should have an opportunity of putting a direct 
vote upon it. If that was the state of the ques- 








tion, Mr. P. would feel himself compelled to move 
a reconsideration of the vote just taken. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said, the right to petition | 
was a sacred right, guarantied to the citizens of 
the United States 
one, therefore, the 


by the Constitution, and was 
Same was bound to respect. 





| 





| To obviate the objections urged by the gentleman, 
| he would withdraw his motion to lay the petition 
on the table, and move to lay the resolution of 
the gentleman from South Carolina to reject the 
| petition on the table. 
| Mr. HAMMOND asked for the yeas and nays; 
| which were ordered. 
| 
| to him, according to the usual action of the House, 
|| that the motion of the gentleman from New York 
|| (Mr. Bearosiey] must be out of order. A motion 
|| Was made originally to reject the petition; where- 
| upon a motion was then made to lay the petition 
on the table, but being withdrawn, the question 
| then came upon the motion of the gentleman from 


| 
= pon! 
South Carolina instanter. The motion, therefore, 


Mr. WISE rose to a point of order. It seemed | 
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| 


| to lay that motion on the table was out of order, | 
| beeause the House had decided it would immedi- | 


| ately consider the motion to reject. 


he SPEAKER said the House had decided 


| they would consider the petition now, but pend- 
| ing the consideration, the House may decide to 


|| order. 
| Mr. WISE would ask the Chair if there was 
‘any pendency of consideration in a motion to 


|| consider? 
‘| The SPEAKER said, pending the considera- 


| tion of a question, it was competent for any 
| member.to move to lay the matter on the table. 

Mr. WISE. The motion then before the 
House was effectualty to undo the decision of the 
House already made. 


1 Mr. VINTON begged to inquire of the Chair, 
|| as it would govern his vote, if the motion to lay 
member choose to demand it, he could require |) 
the preliminary question tobe put: Shall the || 


on the table the motion to reject prevailed, whether 
the petition would also go on the table; or what 
would be the pending question? 

The CHAIR understood that, by an affirmative 
vote on the motion to lay the motion to reject on 


the table, the petition also would go on the ,table | 


with it. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said, as gentlemen seemed 
to feel some embarrassment in voting upon this 
proposition, though he himself did not, he would 

| withdraw his last motion, and renew the other to 
| lay the petition on the table. 

Mr. WI3E asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 


tion; and it was read from the Clerk’s table. 
Mr. THOMAS said, he was surprised to dis- 
| cover that there are gentlemen who are not content 


|| lay on the table, and therefore the motion was in 


_* 


| with the evidence which has already been given, | 


/that a very large majority of this House are 
opposed to any interference whatever, not only 


with the rights of slaveholders in the southern | 


States, but with the existence of slavery within 
the District of Columbia. 
| on the table, by a vote of nearly three to one, two 


We have already laid 


memorials similar to the one now under consid- | 
eration; but gentlemen say those votes are equiv- | 


|ocal; they wish to have direct proof that the 


| interference on the part of Congress, Mr. T. said 
| he did not concur in this opinion, 
lay on the table had been given to signify a decided 
Opposition to the prayer of the petitioners; never- 
theless, he would make a motion which would, 


|| he thought, place this subject before the House 


in a position to afford an opportunity to remove 
all misapprehension which 7 

deprive every man everywhere of all pretext for 
rights are in danger. 

Mr. T. then moved to reconsider the vote just 
| given by the House in favor of considering this 
| petition, and said, if this motion is adopted, we 

shall then have this petition before us in the posi- 
| tion in which it was placed when first presented 
to the House. In the vote given in favor of con- 
sidering this memorial, many members had been 
undoubtedly taken by surprise. Some members 
who are in favor of rejecting this and other sim- 
| ilar memorials, and others who are in favor of 
| receiving, and then laying on the table, this and 

all petitions of like import, united in the vote 
| which be had moved to reconsider. This strange 

combinatien could not have been created without 
a mistake somewhere Gentlemen must have 
supposed that, by the adoption of the motion to 
' consider this memorial, the difficulty which has 





The vote to | 


rights of slaveholders are not in danger from any | 


existed, and | 


maintaining that southern property and southern | 


| 
| 
| 
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arisen by reason of the decision of the Chair 
, would alone be remeved, and that, instead of 
| postponing until to-morrow all action on this 
subject, we would now -proceed to dispose of 
it—cither by a vote to reject, or to lay it on the 
table. 

I am not disposed, Mr. Speaker, to afford un- 
necessarily an opportunity to discuss here the 
relative rights of master and slave. As one of 
the Representatives ofa slaveholding State, | would 


“never provoke an examination here calculated to 


create false hopes in the niinds of an ignorant and 
stupid population. We have been told, | know 
not how truly, that great and general excitement 
has already been preduced in some of the south- 
ern States by the circulation of a few fanatical 
pamphlets. If this be true, is # not madness, 
worse than madness, to struggle to elicit evidence 
that there is in that House any one man willing 
to reécho the sentiment which these incendiary 
publications contain? I have been opposed, sir, 
to all discussion on this subject, and accordingly 
have voted repeatedly in the two preceding Con- 
gresses to lay on the table every proposition eal- 
culated to elicit useless and angry debate. And 
I have been, and am, grateful to the Representa- 
tives from the North and West, where slavery 
| does not exist, for their cordial and earnest effort 
to extinguish every firebrand which has been 
thrown in here, either in the form of speeches or 
petitions, tending to destroy the broad foundation 
| on which our Union rests. But is it not obvious 
| that our exertions have not been erowned with 
complete success? In the last two Congresses, 
the petitions of the Abolitionists were laid on the 
| table, as an evidence of our reprobation of their 
objects, notwithstanding at the present session 
we have already received those petitions, and 
shall probably have to dispose of several more. 
These fanatical crusaders against evils abroad, 
who have no doubt vices enough at their own 
doors to exhaust in their correction that over- 
flowing Christian charity, of which they boast so 
much» and manifest so littl, nothing daunted, 
continue to pour their poisons into that national 
chalice from which the whole people of the United 
States have so long quaffed the sweet waters of 
concord and union. Now, what is to be done? 
For one, | am prepared to meet directly every 
question connected with these memorials — 1 am 
willing to follow the precedent set by Congress 
oa another question, The opponents of a Sunday 
mail petitioned Congress; their memorials were 
rejected, because their object was woreasonable; 
they persisted, and their numbers increased; the - 
House of Representatives finally referred all those 
petitions to a select committee, from which eman- 
ated one of the most masterly State papers which 
has ever been published in the country, It was 
addressed to the understanding, not to the passions 
of the American people, and there was a response 
from all quarters to its cogent, persuasive, and 
conclusive reasoning. Its arguments were unan- 
swered, and are unanswerable; and the petitioners 
were silenced. The oil was spread over the 
troubled waters, and the turbulent waves became 
| still. saad 
Gentlemen say we must prevent any discussion 
on the subject of these memorials, because they 
mus® inevitably disturb the harmony of our 
Union. There was a time when the force of this 
reason could be fully feit by all. But has not 
that time gone by? Without our agency, indeed 
in defiance of all precautions on the part of Con- 
gress, the power and purpose of the General Gov- 
ernment to interfere with the question of slavery 
has been, and will be, discussed in every news- 
paper, in every periodical publication, from Maine 
/ to Missouri. if is a gross error to suppose that 
| this House can, by a mere sic volo, give law to 
the people of the United States. The members 
of this louse are not in positions stable enough 
for that. ‘To attempt it would be as vain as the 
effort of Xerxes to chain with links of iron the 
| surging sea. Our march is not to be always on 
the mountain wave of popular opinion. We are 
| here to-day—we are gone to-morrow; and must 
| return to our respective places in that great, deep, 
| that vast hall of legislation, the confines of which 
| are coextensive with the boundaries of the Union, 
and there assist those who are now our constit- 


| uents to fashion, and form that public opinion 








which must ever direct and control the whole 
operations of this Government. 


' 


We rise, we break, and to that sea return.”’ 

Assuming these positions to be true, how 
ought the members of this House to act on the 
present occasion? To deeide that question satis- 
factorily tor myself has been, until to-day, a diffi- 
cult task. Twice during the present session I 
have voted to lay on the table petitions from the 
Abolitionists. his was done under the impres- 
sion that such a proceeding would be entirely 
satisfactory to the whole southern delegation. 
The large majority of northern and western votes 
by which it was done, too, was hailed by me as 
evidence conclusive that there is no disposition 
in those sections of the Union to do any act cal- 
ewated to disturb the harmony of our Union. | 
‘To-day we are told that the vote to lay on the 
table is an equivocal act; that it has been re- 
sorted to toaflord an opportunity to pretending 
enemies of abolition to cofeeal their future pur- 
poses, Sir, is it right and proper, under these 
circumstances, to persevere in be course which 
has been heretofore pursued? If gentlemen on 
this floor can be so far misled as to suppose there 
is a lurking intention in the mind of any member 
to turn loose an ignorant and helpless population 
to pillage and plunder, in what condition will 
-you leave many of the constituents of gentlemen 
who are remote from the scene of action? Will 
they not be ina proper condition to become the 
instruments of the didedian? May not rash and 
misguided men, in one extreme of the Union, en- 

ender those suspicions and distrusts which will 
os necessarily destructive of all the ends for 
which this Government was established? And 
may not the headstrong fanatics of the North be 
furnished with the means’ of increasing their | 
paltry numbers by inculeating the belief that their 
nefarious purposes are but postponed? In my 
humble opinion, if we refuse to act decidedly, to 
meet all questions connected with this unpleasant 
subject directly, we shall furnish the enemies of 
our peace and union witha most dangerous wea- 
pon. We shall supply the means to faction and 
fanaticism to agitate the whole country; and the 
day may come when these few and furious de- 
stroyers of this country’s happiness and glory 
will have produced real—not as @t is now, ima- 
ginary,in the North—not as it is now, a very | 
limited, butan extensive—excitement, which will 
sweep in waves to the very walls of that consti- 
tutional temple in which our fathers fondly hoped , 
they had garnered up so many bright hopes and 
so many blessings for this magnificent Confed- | 
eracy. 

Mr. Speaker, I am prepared now to meet the | 
responsibilities which circumstances have im- 
posed upon us. | am prepared to vote for the 
reception of the petition, and of all other memo- 
rials of similar Gicatines and am ready to vote 
against laying them on the table; to declare dis- 
tinetly that the prayers of these petitioners are 
unreasonable, and ought not to be granted. 

Mr. ROBERTSON asked for the yeasand nays; 
but they.were not ordered. 
Mr. HOPKINS said that they were very much 
embarrassed; and it occurred to him that there 
was but one conceivable mode by whithethey 
could be relieved from that embarrassment. He 
understood that, by the rule of the House, upon 
the presentation of petitions, unless the question | 
is required to be put by a member of the House, 
or by the Speaker, the same is received as a 
matter of course; in other words, received by a | 
vote of the House sub silentio. If this be the | 
fact, then, this petition had been received. It | 
seemed to him that the best mode would be to | 
throw the petition back again to the point where 
it was left by the gentleman who presented it; 
and, in order to do that, he would propose +o | 
move a reconsideration of the vote of the House | 
by which the petition was received. He would | 
0 further back than the gentleman from Mary- | 
fared, {Mr. a move a reconsideration | 


of the vote of the House whereby the petition 
had been received. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, said his colleague 
would be satisfied, upon a moment's reflection, 
that no benefit could result from such a motion. 
it was the constitutional right of the people | 


* 
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** Like bubbles oa the sea of matter borne, | 


of this country to petition that House, and no- 
vote was ever taken on receiving a petition. 
When an honorable Representative rose and pre- 


sented a petition, it was received, and the first | 


question which any member had a right to de- 
mand was, that it be considered. If the House | 
determine not to consider it, they are to determine 
at once, and that he understood to be the point in 
their proceedings at which it was the object of 

\the gentleman from Maryland to arrive; and 

Mr. M. hoped the gentleman’s motion would be 

adopted. He had hoped that, after the proceed- 

ings which had already taken place in that House, 
| there would have been a general acquiescence in 
the only, if not the express, sense of the House, 
by an overwhelming majority not to entertain 
such petitions as that ealer consideration. The | 
only mode in which there could be a more direct 
sense of the House on the subject was, by adopt- 
ing the motion of the gentleman from Maryland; 

_and then, if it be the pleasure of the majority of 

the House not to consider the petition, and so to 

| determine at once, there the matter woukd end; 

-and he hoped the motion would be adopted, and 
then that the House would determine not to con- 
sider the petition. * 

| Mr. BEARDSLEY was satisfied that most of 
the difficulty arose from misconception. The hon- 
orable member from South Carolina desired to 
have a direct vote of the House upon the motion 
to reject, or not to receive, the petition under con- 

' sideration Other gentlemen, who agreed with 
the gentleman from Virginia who last addressed 
the Chair, said they would not vote in the affirma- 
tive on such a question, because it was in viola- | 
tion of the rights of the people of this country to 
petition upon all subjects; and the House of Rep- 
resentatives was bound to receive their petitions. 
When received, it was true the House might de- | 
cline acting on them, or might dispose of them in 

| a variety of ways. Forhimselt’, (Mr. B.said,) the | 

House having received this petition, he was ready 

to give a direct vote upon it—a vote that should 

_ mark the opinion of the House upon the character 
of such ome by saying affirmatively that 
they would not consider it. If that would meet 
the views of honorable gentlemen, he was willing 

_ to modify his motion to lay on the table, and to 
move that the House would not consider the pe- 
tition, or would reject its prayer; although laying 

it on the table he thought equivalent to either of 
the modifications indicated. 

All Mr. B. desired was to preserve the right of 
their constituents to petition; a sacred and inval- 
uable right, guarantied to them under the Consti- 
tution, and the exercise of which the House was 

bound to treat with respect. If the petition were | 

| in insulting terms they might send it back, but 
if their constituents sent them one that was re- 
spectful in its language, but of whose prayer they 
entirely disapproved, let them lay it on the table 
or reject its prayer. If any gentleman supposed 

| that a vote of the Louse not to consider this peti- | 
tion, and all other petitions of the same character, 

' would more distinetly mark the reprobation of 

the House, then Mr. B. would with great pleasure | 

modify his motion. Why, then, should they re- 
consider, as proposed by the motion of the gentle- 
man from Maryland? For what purpose? Was | 
it to entertain the question of rejecting the peti- 
tion? He understood that to be the object of the | 
mover, and if so, he hbped the House would not 
reconsider, but they would preserve to their con- 
| stituents the right of petitioning, and by a vote to 
lay on the table preclude all further debate upon | 
this exciting and mischievous topic. 
Mr. BOULDIN said he was willing to meet 
| this question in any way. He had been so the | 
| last session and the session before, and declared | 
| his willingness then, in deference and respect to | 
| his southern brethren, who he knew agreed with | 
| him in interest and in feeling, and at their sug-— 
gestion, he agreed with them in voting to give the | 
matter the go-by. He then thought, and still | 
thought, that the people of the South ought to | 
know and to see and to hear all that we know | 
and see ahd hear upon this subject. He was | 
anxious, however, that, if they were to come to | 
any expression of opinion and feeling on this | 
matter, 80 momentous to the South, they should | 
not be brought to that vote entangled by ot 
rules of that House. He wished, when the 











opinion of the South upon this subject should be 


_expreased, and their feelings made known, jt 


would be done in a way that would leave no 
doubt what that opinion and those feelings were. 
And he was persuaded, that when their opinions 
and feelings came unshackled by forms or rules, 
or anything but the mere question itself, the 
South would satisfy the North, East, and West 
—would satisfy the whole world—nay, would 
convince even fanatics themselves, that they 


_ must let us alone upon this point; and convince 
| them, and all the agitators and movers of these 
| petitions, that they had as well let us alone, and 


| 


employ themselves in removing from their own 
eye the beam which is in it, rather than disturb 


| themselves so much about the mote that is in 


their brother’s eye. Let us not (said Mr. B.) 
come to a vote that will leave the world in doubt 
whether we voted on the rule or the thing—let 
this petition pass, and no doubt they will be 
coming again to-morrow—ay, in half an hour— 
but with one that will enable us to mect it face to 


| face, and toe to toe, and leave neither them nor the 
|| world in doubt what we mean. 


Mr. B. concluded 


| by saying, that he rose to ask what would be the 


effect of his vote—ay or no—on the question 
itself. He would give the best vote he could, 
but did not know himself how that vote would be 
understood. He would content himself with the 
belief, that the question would come up in aform 
which would leave no doubt either with himself 
or any one. 

Mr. PEYTON was in favor of the motion to 
reconsider. He would not have troubled the 
House with any remarks again, but for the posi- 
tion assumed by the gentleman from New York. 
That gentleman contended that the right of peti- 
tion was a sacred right, guarantied to every 
American citizen under the Constitution, and that 
the House had no right to deprive them of the 
exercise of that right. Mr. P. said they had the 
right to petition, and to think, and to say what 
they pleased; and, further, they had the right to 
send any matter they chose throughout all the 
country, without regard to consequences, and 
that House had no power to resistit. But, then, 
he claimed that, when it came to that House, the 
Representatives had the right to treat it and dis- 

ose of it in such a manner as they thought best. 
as the sacred right of petition any dearer than 
many other sacred rights? The right to prop- 
erty, to liberty, and to life? And had not the 
attention of the House been called, by the mes- 
sage of the President of the United States, to this 
very question of this sacred right of thinking, 
and writing, and sending through the mail such 
documents as were then before them? Should 
they connect the efforts of a few. fanaties to dis- 
turb the harmony and-peace of the country with 
those saered and inalienable rights to which the 


| gentleman alluded? Should they connect the at- 


| 


tempt, whether it came by petition to Congress, 
or by a document transmitted in any other mode, 
to throw a firebrand into the South with the 
sacred rights of liberty and property ? 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
the merits of the question could not be gone into 
under the mattis eeteds the House. 

Mr. PEYTON only meant to reply to what he 
considered to be the constitutional right con- 
tended for by the gentleman from New York— 
the right of the citizen everywhere to send such 
papers and petitions there, He was endeavoring 
to meet this by saying that the slave question 
was not-one to which the right of petitioning ap- 
plied; but that, if it did, and petitions were sent 
to that House, and papers of the same, character 
were distributed over the country, it would have 
the effect of touching a chord that would arouse 
all America. | 

Mr. RIPLEY said that this was a grave and 
important question. There was no subject of 
deeper interest in the quarter of the country from 
whence he came. He had been sent here to op- 
pose every effort of a certain class of citizens in 
reference to slavery within this District, or else- 
where. In disposing of the question be‘ore the 
House, care should be taken rather to allay the 
public feeling than to add to the existing excite- 
ment. "The right of petition was a solemn one, 


and had been guarantied from the time of Magna 


Charta to the present moment. Our citizens have 

















a right to petition for a change of their Constitu- 
tion, and indeed for a change in. the form of their | 
overnment, Every decorous memorial should 
e received; but when received, it is in the power 
of the House to dispose of it as it may deem 
proper. | The motion to reject this petition was 
an incipient question, and, in his opinion, should 
take precedence, He again ad verted to the great 
excitement in the South on this subject, and the 
importance of allaying that excitement by a deci- 
sive course here. If the gentlemen from the North 
were sincere in their friendship for their brethren 
in the South,and were desirous of breaking down 
the double wall of partition between these two 
sections of the country, they cou'd give an earn- 
est on the present occasion by voting er 
to reject this petition; and when it shall go forth 
that we have rejected it bya vast majority, it will | 
have an effect even upon the fanatics themselves, 
who do not understand the position and feeling of | 
the South on this subject, while it will, at the same 
time, allay the existing excitement in that portion 
of the countr 

Mr. WISE wes for sustaining the motion to | 
reconsider, and, for one, could testify thfat he had 
voted under a misapprehension. In voting for 
the motion to consider the petition, he thought 
he was voting fo have a direct decision of the 
House on the motion of the gentleman from South 
Carolina. He was intending to bring the House 
also to a direct decision of the question, and had 
no idea that, after the House had decided it would 
consider the petition, the consideration itself 
would be evaded. 

Mr. W. had misapprehended in another par- | 
ticular. He had not understood the motion of 
the gentleman from South Carolina to be to con- 
sider the petition to-day, but to consider his mo- 
tion to reject the petition, which was what Mr. 
W. wished to consider. So help him God, he 


never wished to consider the petition of an in- | 


cendiary, but he would consider the motion to 
reject the petition, and he warned the gentleman | 
from South Carolina that these were the means | 
of evading his motion. Mr. W. then referred | 
to the proceedings of the Senate two years age, 
on a motion to reject a petition to that body, con- 
taining matter disrespectful to the honorable Wil 
liam Wilkins, then a Senator from the State of 
Pennsylvania, to show that such a course was 
within the rules of order, and asked whether the 
gentleman from New York considered the pres- 
ent a respectful petition, where gentlemen on that 
floor were characterized as land pirates? He had 
hoped that, after the proceedings at a celebrated 
meeting at Utica last summer, where the gentle- 
man himself took a very prominent part, he 
should have had that gentleman’s vote on the 
question of rejecting this petition—a petition that 
was both insulting in language and incendiary 
in its character. Mr. W. hoped the motion | 
would prevail, although he did not consider it in 
itself decisive. They could never get a dircet 
vote on that question. Many would vote not to 
reject it, on account of the sacred right of peti- 
tion, but he hoped the House would not evade | 
the question. He hoped gentlemen who professed 
to be friendly to the South would some out and | 
avow their principles and their opinions. If the 
House desired to evade the question, let the South 
know it. If it was the opinion that Congress 
had the right to interfere in this question, let the 
South know it at once, and it would know what 
todo. Their predecessors had told them what | 
todo. They had no longer any business there | 
Their business was at home to report to their | 
people. He would go home, never to return 
there again, if that House were to say, directly | 
or indirectly, that Congress had that power. That 
was the question he wished to bring before the | 
House, whether the House had the constitu- | 
tional power to legislate upon the subject of | 
slavery in the District ef Columbia at all. He || 
denied the right. } 
1 


It was important to have a direct decision on 
this question, and there was no way of getting it |) 
but by sustaining the motion then under consid- |) 
eration. Gentlemen must show us they are either || 
for or against us, and if they would not show it | 
upon the@tlirect questions, and upon the main | 
questions, they should show it upon the incidental || 
questions; and he, for one, would be willing to | 
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|| consider this as the test question. Those who 


are for laying the motion on the table he viewed , 
as evading the question, and so would the South | 


view them. 
on the motion of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina would be viewed as the friends of the South, 
and not of the South alone, but of the whole 
nation. He would repeat, the petition was not 
respectful to the House, and therefore it ought to 
be rejected. He could never consent to refer, or 
consider a petition, that called the members of 
the South land pirates. 

Mr. HAMER inquired of the Chair whether, 
if the present motion prevailed, it would be com- 
yetent then for the gentleman from South Caro- 
ina, or any other gentleman, to move to reject 
the petition? 

The SPEAKER said he was under the impres- 
sion that that would be a competent motion. 


Those who were for a direct vote | 


Mr. HAMMOND said it had been far from | 


his intention, when he made the motion he did, 
to throw a firebrand into that House. On the con- 
trary, he had hoped by it to exclude one from the 
House. He thought the motion was a very sim- 
ple and direct onc, and ignorant as he-was of the 
rules of the House, he had no idea that the House 
had it not in its power to protect its own dignity, 
and the feelings of its members, by rejecting in- 
stanter anything calculated to affect either the one 
or the other. If the House had no such rule, the 
rule of common sense ought to govern it. 


When the proposition was made to consider | 


this petition, it was made by himself, with a view 
of then moving its rejection. Under the decision 
of the Speaker, that motion was decided not to be 
in order. The subsequent vote was a trap into 
which they fell, and he thanked the gentleman 
from Maryland for having made a motion by 
which they could extricate themselves. Should 
the House determine to reeonsider that motion, 
Mr. H. would then move the rejection of the pe- 
tition, for he was resolved that the House should 
vote directly on the question. Let no member 
there lay the flattering unction to his soul, that 
he could escane the question, for it should be de- 
cided. He did not make the motion with any 
reference to party polities. God forbid that he 
should make a motion of such a purport, to affect 
a miserable scramble for offices in this country. 
No! His object was a more sacred one. It was 
to protect the rights of his constituents and his 
own, and if they could not maintainsthem by the 
action of that House, they would maintain them 
by their own action. They did not call upon 
the House to protect them; they did not ask that 
House or the Government to protect them; they 
stood crect, self-confident, united, strong, and 
they asked no protection, but scorned assistance, 
and defied opposition. Mr. H. said his motion 
involved no constitutional right of any citizen 
of the country; but if they had the right to pe- 
tition, had not the House the right to reject? 
Was there any constitutional privilege that de- 
manded of the House that it should imperatively 
receive and consider the petition of any citizen? 
He thought not; and even if there were, the con- 


stitutional privilege would operate both ways; | 


and when they choose to petition the House 
ceuld choose to reject. To the recommendation 
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to understand Mr. B. to say, that the citizens of 
this country had not only the right to petition 
that House, and to-send papers of this character 
there, but that they hed also the right to transmit 
such papers to every part of the Union in every 
ossible way. 

Mr. PEYTON did not understand the gentle- 
man so, nor did he intend to be so understood 
himself, 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said he understood the 
gentleman very distinctly to say, that he (Mr. B.) 
had asserted hee the citizens of this country had 
not only the right to send their petitions here, 
but also to send their papers elsewhere. The 
honorable gentleman, however, disclaimed it, and 
Mr. B. was satisfied, 

A word or two upon another subject. If the 
motion of the gentleman from Maryland should 
prevail, the Chair has decided that this matter, 
instead of being disposed of to-day, went over to 
another day; and the House could not but see 
that, after wasting this day—for it was wasting, 
or worse than wasting—they would to-morrow 
be in the same situation as at first. For what 
purpose would the House reconsjder its vote, 
and spend another day, or perhaps a week, in 
this discussion? He hoped that the House would 
follow the example, the salutary example set by 
preceding Congresses, by putting all papers of 
this description on the table without debate. 
That motion was pending, and followed the one 
made by the gentleman to reconsider, If that 
‘should be rejected, the motion would come up 
for laying the petition on the table, and nailing it 
there, whence it would not be taken during the 
session. If other petitions of the same character 
came, let them follow the same fate. 

Another remark or two. It was, it must have 
been obvious to all, that there were those who 
desired to continue the discussion of this ques- 
tion. He could not, and he would not say that 
they did it from any improper motive, but it 
could not have escaped the attention of the House, 
that gentlemen desired to speak, and talk, and 
discuss this question of slavery, haragsing as it 
was to the country. Those who voted to lay a 
similar paper on the table the other day, those 
who meee vote to lay the one under considera- 
tion on the table to-day, were those whe desired 
to avoid discussion. For what purpose was the 
continuation of the discussion now desired? Every 


one knew that petitions of this kind had been 


presented for the last four years, but no diseus- 
ston had taken place upon them. He hoped, 


| most sineerely, that that House would not invite 


of the gentleman from Maryland, to refer this pe- , 
tition to a select committee, in order that they | 


might make a report, Mr. H. was utterly op- 
posed. He would not treat that petition with so 


much respect, nor was he disposed to fire, that he | 
' might exhibit his skill. 


He had no idea of svat- 
tering firebrands through the country, that he 
might distinguish himself in putting them out. 
He did not wish to discuss the question, and he 


| begged the House to understand that, in the few 
| remarks he had made, he did not design discuss- 


ever it should be, if ever, taken up in that House 


for discussion, it might one to find parties and | 
eld up to the view of | 


principles anatomised and 
the world that were now treated with lenity. He 
hoped, however, now that the House would take a 


direct, unentangled ,and simple vote upon the ques- 


tion. 


Mr. BEARDSLEY desired to correct a mis- 
‘hin Pevros of the gentleman from Tennessee, 


or sanction this discussion. He woulé tell gen- 
tlemen there were fanaties and incendiaries at 
the South, as well as at the North, who hoped 
to profit by the agitation of this subject. Those 
who voted to put the petition on the table-were 
for preserving peace and quict there, and for pre- 
serving peace, quiet and order in every part of 
the Union. Let us, then, (said Mr. B.,) nail it to 
the counter, and thus silence debate. He hoped 
the motion of the gentleman from Maryland 
would not prevail; but that the motion pending 
upon that, to lay it on the table, would prevail, 
and then they would sce 1m firebrands in that 
House. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said he was surprised at 
the range which the debate had taken upon the 
question now before the House. He believed it 
was incompatible with the interests and true ob- 


| jects of those who were opposed to the mischiev- 


ous doings of the modern Abolitionists. Mr. V. 
said that he was the last man on that floor io 
dodge or evade any direct point or vote that should 
indicate his opinion upon the principle involved 


'in the petition now upon the Speaker’s table. 


When- | 


| 


i 


} 
| 


ht 


( | He would, as prefatory to the few remarks he 
| ing it. ~ Whenever it was discussed, they would | 


| go much deeper in the matter than this. 


intended to submit, tale occasion to say that 
he had last year, as a member of the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, to which similar 
petitions were then referred, opposed, and he 


| would always and forever, while he had a seat 


here, oppose any measure that might, directly or 
indirectly, favor, or forward, or countenance the 
views and objects expressed by such mn 
He was opposed, openly and unconditionall; 


Beery to the interfereace of Congress with 
sie 


avery in the District of Columbia, and to the 


.-Perton.] Thathonorable gentleman seemed ‘| mischievous and incendiary doings of Abolition- 
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ists and abolition societies in relation to slavery 
in the alaveholding States. He (Mr.V.) had never 


had any doubts, or qualms, or scruples, as to what | 


was his duty upon this momentous — as an 
American citizen, and as one of the Represent- 


} 
| 


atives of one of these confederated States. But | 


while he made this unequivocal avowal of his 


sentiments, he could not refrain from remarking | 
that, if he had entertained any such doubts or | 
scruples, he had heard speeches to-day from cer- | 
tain quarters ee ill calculated to remove those | 


doubts and scrup 
such an immeasurable range ? 
with one of the cardinal doctrines of the friends 
of the South, that the subject was one so delicate 


es. Why had this debate taken 
Was it consistent | 


in its nature, that the less that was said about it | 


the better? 


it really appeared to him that we | 


were aiding the efforts of the Abolitionists by | 


shooting off upon a mere preliminary question 


into dissertations upon the evils and abominations 


wrought by northern Abolitionists, 


What was the question before the House? It | 
was upon the motion of the honorable gentleman | 


from Maryland, (Mr. Tuomas,] to reconsider the 
vote taken this morning, to the end that that 
honorable gentleman might move (as he had 
promised to do) the question, whether the House 
would consider the petition. 
to reconsider, and then he would, if the question 
were propounded, vote against considering the 
om and for reasons which he weuld very 
riefly state, 

Mr. V. conceived’that this course would save 
the rights of allparties. It would save the sacred 
right of petition, and secure the object of all thos 
who felt duly solicitous for the rights and interests 
of the slaveholding States. For (said Mr. V.) the 
mouon or question whether we will consider the 
petition presupposes the reception of it. That mo- 


————— 


printing were decidedly opposed to the prayer of 
the petitioners; and was this not so, sir, accord- 
ing to all the known and legitimate deductions 
from parliamentary proceedings? Had gentle- 
men, before to-day, ever imagined or proposed a 
more summary and unequivocal mode of reject- 
ing the prayer of a petition than was indicated 
by a refusal to print it, and an almost unanimous 
vote to lay it on the table? [t would be probably 
recollected what course he (Mr. V.) had taken 
in regard to the petition of the honorable gentle- 
man from Maine. The mover of the petition him- 
self moved to lay it on the table,and many gentle- 
men no doubt voted to lay it on the table because 
of this: circumstance. 
of his own [Mr. Grancen) had preceded his vote 


and upon receiving an affirmative response from 


yo 


tive!’? Mr. V., for the purpose of more effect- 


arrest an unprofitable debate upon this exciting 
subject, then moved also to lay the motion to 


| print the petition on the table, and the triumphant 
| affirmative vote upon that question should have 
|, satisfied, and was sufficient to satisfy the nation, 
He would vote first | 


that such petitions would never receive the least 
countenance from this House. Strong as that 
| vote was, it was evidently not near so strong as 
| a vote would be upon a direct proposition to re- 





| jeet the prayer of the petition. Many gentlemen 


doubtless voted in favor of printing from consid- 
| erations of courtesy to the petitioners, who would 


| vote against the object of the petition. After all 


| that had taken place on Monday, he had supposed 


tion proceeds 4 the assumption, that the peti- | 


tion is already here before us, as it now surely is 
in point of fact; and a negative vote to the prop- 
osition, whether we will consider the petition, would 
certainly be as emphatic a mode of expressing 


our disapprobation, nay, our reprobation, of the | 
object of the petitioners, as could well be conceived, | 


It would be a strongand marked refusal to let the 
petition go through the ordinary routine of legisla- 
tion, and would be telling the petitioners, the 
nation, and the world, that the notions of the 
petitioners were so heretical, and their doings were 


so mischievous and incendiary, that eo instanti | 
that such petitions were read, we would consign | 


them to a grave from which there should be no 
resurrection, Was it not clearly so, viewing this 
subject tyrough the medium of common sense, 


and testing it by the rules of parliamentary logic? | 


Yes, sir. The refusal to consider the petition 


woukd be telling such petitioners, in language that | 


could not and would not be misunderstood, to 


cease their abortive and incendiary efforts to dis- | 
turb the rights of property recognized and guar- 


antied by those men of olden times who were so 
much wiser and better than the reformers and 
fanatics of modern days? Why, thea, were we 
disputing aboutforms? Why not march directly 
to the point upon which all the true enemies of 
Abolitionists would agree? Refuse to consider the 
petition, and you do what should be done, and 
that in the most prompt manner, 

Mr. V. said he could not but repeat his sur- 
prise, that any gentleman could conceive, that 
the interests of the South could be advanced by 
the pretraction of this debate. He had flattered 
himself that the vote that was given a few days 
ago, upon the memorial presented by the honor- 
able gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Famcmip,]} 
had given this exciting subject its quietus for the 
session. He imputed no sinister motives to any 

entieman, and he trusted that he cherished none 
Fimectt 
what they not only avowed that they did mean, 


but what they solemnly pledged by their votes | 


that they meant. He had supposed that common 
charity, not to mention parliamentary courtesy, 


} 


j 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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| 
} 
| 


| in the way he had indicated. 


| that the sense of this House against the exciting 

| and diabolical schemes of the Abolitionists had 
been expressed to the nation and to the world 
in a manner so clear and so emphatic, that ‘* the 
wayfaring man, though a fool,’’ could not err as 
to what were the sentiments of a vast majority 
of this House; but from the proceedings of to- 
day it would seem that some gentlemen supposed 
he was mistaken. 


with the inquiry, whether the gentleman who in- | 
troduced the petition moved to lay it on the table, | 


the Chair he replied, ‘* Then I vote in the affirma- | 
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| able portion of his constituents had instructed 
| him not to engage in such a discussion; but he 
| wished to submita few observations to the House, 
in the sincere hope that the embarrassment of 
their situation might be relieved, and a decisive 

_ vote taken on this important and exciting topic. 
This same subject had been presented to the 


| consideration of Congress, from time to time, 


|| since he had had a seat there, on the petition of 
| persons who had, as these petitioners have, no 


An honorable colleague || 


ually ascertaining the sense of the House, and to || 





| 


Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, wished briefly | 


| community of interest in the alleged grievance 
of which they complained; and he would here 

| say what he firml slieved, that hé had never 

| seen on the floor of the House of Representatives 

a half dozen members of any party disposed to 

exercise their legislative authority for abolition 
of slavery here or elsewhere. 

In the course of this debate he was happy to 
have heard every gentleman express a decided 
opposition to the prayer of the petition. All con- 

' curred that there should be no legislative enact- 
ment in conformity to their wishes. But the 
| difficulty exists in the conflicting views as to the 
| means by which this end is to be attained. How 
is the subject to be disposed of? 
| ‘The House has decided to consider the petition. 
|The gentleman from Maryland has moved to 
“reconsider that vote. Some gentlemen are opposed 
to this motion, because they wish to lay the peti- 
tion on the table, from which it cannot be called 
| up without the concurrence of two thirds of the 
eon and thus give it its quietus, and in effect 
refuse to consider it. But will they accomplish 
their object? Lunderstand the gentleman from 
| New York, [Mr. Bnenpeaate) to have suggested 
that, if more agreeable to the Elouse, he will 
| modify his motion to lay on the table, so as to 
| refuse to consider the prayer of the petition. It 
appeared to him, that this was precisely equiva- 
| lent toa direct vote on the question of consider- 
| ation; and although <.veided now, it must be met 
on some other petition of a similar character with 
this. 

It is necessary that the House should meet the 

uestion. When, on a former day, a gentleman 
— Maine presented a similar petition, and 





to state the grounds of his two former votes on || moved to lay it on the table, he [Mr. Mason] 
this subject, and those upon which he should |; had demanded that the question should be taken 
then vote. He voted against the motion to lay || by yeas and nays, and in doing so, alluded to the 


the petition from Maine, and the motion to print 
it, on the table, not because he entertained a sen- 


| 


| dee sensibility which pervaded a large portion 
| of the country on the subject, and asked the mem- 


timent in common with the Abolitionists, but || bers of the House to express their opinions on 
because he thought the sense of the House ought || the principle involved in the petition In the vote 


to be fairly, decisively, clearly, and unequivocally 
expressed on this subject, so as to prevent its 
being troubled with it hereafter. Therefore was 
it that he voted against laying both questions on 
the table. He was convinced that the mere re- 
jecting the petitions would. not be satisfactory, 
and would not be giving such reasons as vada 
be convincing to the minds of those people who 
sent them there, If the House were to give these 
memorials to a committee, and let them bring in 
such a report as should clearly express the senti- 
ments of the country, these petitions would cease. 
He hoped, therefore, the House would meet the 


| question on cool, dispassionate, and temperate 


grounds, and that they would permit it to take 
the course he had recommended. Mr. H. said 
he should vote against the motion to reconsider, 
because he wanted the question fully considered 
He wanted to get 


|| a report from a committee that would be adopted 


1} 


j 


He believed that gentlemen here meant | 


| 


required this species of faith from avery gentle: 
le 


man upon this floor. He, therefore, had 
that when gentlemen had refused on Monday the 
courtesy of even printing the petition presented 
by the gentleman from Maine, in addition to their 
vote to lay iton the table, it should serve as a 


ved, | 


| 
| 


| passioned invective. 
most ample guarantee, that all who voted against || the subject referred to in the petition. A respect- 


by the Housc, and thereby save further agitation 
on the subject. 

Mr. MASON, ef Virginia, said, that in con- 
sidering every question affecting the public in- 
terest, the calmest deliberation became the Repre- 
sentatives of a free people. Invall the wide range 
of the legislative foun of Congyess, all must 
concur there was none which required more 
essentially a dispassionate and deliberate dispo- 
sition than this; without it, the beneficial moral 
influences of their decision must be lost to the 
country. He was aware of the extreme delicacy 
of the subject—of the deeply seated sensibility 
which it excited, and which it was impossible to 

ee the extreme difficulty of approaching it 
| without excited feeling, but no practical good 
| could result from strong denunciation or im- 

He did not rise to discuss 


then to be given. The result was an overwhelm- 
| ing majority against the petition. He had hoped 
| most sincerely that the decision then made would 
have been acquiesced in; and that gentlemen, 
| charged with such petitions, from respect to the 
expressed opinion of the House, would have 
withheld them, or, on presenting them would 
have consigned them to the same fate. In this 
he was disappointed, and to him it was apparent, 
that laying one or many of these exciting peti- 
tions on the table would not relieve the House, 
and it was necessary to adopt a more decisive 
mode. In his judgment, this could only be done 
by refusing to consider them. 

Other gentjemen are disposed to refer the sub- 
ject to one of the committees of the House. He 
asked, what beneficial result could be effected? 
The only object of a reference to a committee 
was, that the subject referred might be investiga- 
ted, and its details prepared with more accuracy 
and dispatch, for the purpose of legislative action. 
To such examinations a committee was better 
suited than the House; but surely the House 
would not refer a petition, embraeing a great 
principle, which has agitated the pablie mind 
throughout the country, and on which every mem- 
ber is prepared to express his opinion. But it is 
urged, that a report ad verse to the petition would 
aid in allaying excitement, and resirain a perse- 
verance in this mischievoys course. Has not this 
been done? Has not more than one able report, 
condemning similar petitions, been made to this 
House ce sessions, and published to the 
world? Wecannot desire merely a republication 
of what has already been published, and we will 
deceive ourselves if we hope to repress a fanat- 
ical spirit by giving such a countengnee to the 
effusions of misguided zeal. 


If (said Mr. M.) the House is prepared to 
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